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ENVICOM ANNUAL REPORT 2009
Background

The Environmental Commission (EnviCom) is 
· Responsible for dealing with both broad and very specific navigation sustainability and environmental risk-related issues of interest to PIANC, 
· Developing and providing environmental guidance for sustainable waterborne transport, ports and waterways. 
· Responsible for generic environmental issues that cross cut all PIANC areas,  partners activities and the other PIANC commissions,

· Networking/communicating with international organizations and associations dealing with sustainability and environmental such as the London Convention, OSPAR, WODA, IAPH, UNESCO, UNEP, EC, SedNet, IADC , PARALIA, INE, EUDA, ESPO, COPRI, CEDA, WEDA, New Delta Interreg, COPEDC, CCNR, and non-traditional groups,

· Initiating efforts to enhance PIANC membership and co-operation with environmental specialists, and sharing of information on navigation and the environment with Countries in Transition. 

Members   
30 members from 14 nations and 6 partner organizations. 
Meetings 
The EnviCom meetings no. 30 and no. 31 took place in 
· Brussels, Belgium, hosted by PIANC Headquarters, 04./05. February 2009
· New Orleans, Louisiana, USA, hosted by PIANC USA, 29./30. October 2009.
      Attendant events: 

· Field trip to the New Orleans storm surge barrier construction site on 30. October 2009

· One-day technical seminar “Navigating the Environment – Managing Risks and Sustaining Benefits”. on 28. October 2009, in New Orleans, Louisiana.
The seminar was organized by PIANC USA and PIANC EnviCom.  Over 70 people participated in the technical seminar which focused on topics such as Climate Change, Ecosystems and Dredging, Comprehensive and Sustainable Sediment Management, and Coastal Flood Risk Management.  
Next meetings in 2010:
· 02./03. February 2010 in Brussels, Belgium, hosted by PIANC Headquaters 

· 21./22. September 2010 in Le Havre, France hosted by the Port of Le Havre
 
Technical recommendations and guidance
* please consider that PIANC has introduced a new numbering system for working group and technical reports in 2008 
   which does not yet apply for already existing working  groups but for their reports.
EnviCom continued its work in the following fields:
Navigation:

· PIANC report No. 107 “Sustainable Waterways within the Context of Navigation and Flood Management” was finalized and published in 2009 (former EnviCom WG 12). 

· EnviCom Task Group 1 “EU Water Framework Directive” (with members from CEDA, ESPO, EBU, INE, IAPH, EFIP and others) met 01. April and 16. November 2009 in Brussels and continued its successful work under the lead of Mrs. Jan Brooke (United Kingdom). The Group  contributed  papers and close contacts to the European Commission and participated  intensively to the various activities of the WFD implementation process (e.g. Priority substance daughter directive, Navigation as water user, see thematic PIANC website).

· EnviCom represented PIANC in the European Working Group on Rivers which had its second meeting on 2nd October 2009 and is developing guidance on inland navigation in NATURA 2000 area (see: http://circa.europa.eu/Members/irc/env/river_working_group/library). Equivalent activities have taken place in the European Working Group on Estuaries in the coastal area.

· A mature draft report of EnviCom Task Group 2 “Environmental Benefits of Waterborne Transport” was reviewed in October 2009. The report will be finalized and published in 2010. 

· The new EnviCom WG 136 ”Recommendations for Sustainable Maritime Navigation” had its 

kickoff meeting on 3rd February 2009 in Brussels. An important goal is to provide practical guidance to the maritime navigation community on how to ensure sustainability within the context of environmental regulations and demands. 
· The In the field of environmental risk management EnviCom developed the new TOR called “Screening Evaluation of Environmental Effects of Navigation and Infrastructure Projects”. The kick-off meeting for the new working group is going to be held on 1st February  2010 in Brussels.

· EnviCom partners the new InCom WGs 127 “Fish Passage” and 128 “Alternative Bank Protection Methods for Inland Waterways” Working Groups.
Ports:
· The final draft report of EnviCom WG 15 “Environmental Aspects of Dredging and Port Construction Around Coral Reefs” was reviewed and the publication as PIANC report No. 108 is in preparation for 2010.  
· EnviCom WG 16 “Fish and Shellfish Habitat Management in Ports and Waterways”  was re-activated during 2009 due to the loss of members. The group still could need additional members. 
· EnviCom and IAPH continued the exchange about electrical Onshore Power Supply (OPS). 
· EnviCom started the discussion on “Green Ports” and developed terms of reference for setting up a working group together with partner associations  (like IAPH, ESPO) 

Dredging:

· PIANC report No. 100 “Dredging Management Practices for the Environment” was finished in 2008 and published in early 2009 (former EnviCom WG 13).

· PIANC report 104 “Dredged Material as a Resource” was finished in 2008 and published in early 2009 (former EnviCom WG 14). Additionally a public interest  brochure  for separate distribution is available. 
· PIANC report No. 109 “Long term management of Confined disposal facilities” was finished and published end of 2009 (former EnviCom WG 11).

EnviCom presentations

· Presentation “Inland Waterways - procedures and concepts to ensure environmental sustainability” on 5th World Water Forum in Istanbul on 17. March 2009 by Chairman Harald Köthe
· Presentation about EnviCom activites on the AGA 09 on 26th May 2008 in Helsinki, Finland held by Chairman Harald Köthe
· EnviCom pesentations on the technical seminar “Navigating the Environment – Managing Risks and Sustaining Benefits”. on 28. October 2009, in New Orleans, Louisiana:
· Tiedo Vellinga: Adaptation to Climate Change in The Netherlands:  Report of the Dutch Delta Commission  (2008) 

· Harald Köthe: Adaptation to Climate Change in Germany: The German Research Program KLIWAS (2009 – 2013)
· Axel Netzband: Dredging Management Practices for the Environment - A Structured Selection Approach
· Douglas G. Clarke: Fisheries Habitat Enhancement Using Dredged Material
· Presentation “Working with Nature” on CEDA Dredging Days 2009 – Dredging Tools for the Future, 06th November 2009 in Rotterdam by Jan Brooke. 
Strategic Initiatives

Working with Nature

The EnviCom initiative “Working with Nature – Concept” has become a new element of PIANC´s Strategy Plan 2010-2014. EnviCom developed a proposal at the end of 2009 to PIANC ExCom how to organize the next steps. Decision about that is going to be taken in early 2010 for the way forward. 
Climate Change and Navigation

Based on EnviCom Task Group 3 “Climate Change and Navigation” (published in 2008) and a proposal of EnviCom PIANC decided to take up this issue in its Strategy Plan 2010-2014 and to set up an EnviCom-led commission cross-cutting Permanent Task Group (PTG) to organize a structured way to deal with the demands of climate change for the waterways and ports sector. The kick-off meeting of the new PTG on Climate Change was held on 20. October 2009 in Brussels in conjunction with the meeting of PIANC ExCom. Chairperson of PTG CC is Dr. Kathleen White, USA. Members are PIANC commission representatives, partner organizations, country experts.  Next steps are to finalize the TOR, get all relevant members on board, assign responsibilities, collect the relevant information for the navigation sector and start to be a recognized as a focal point 

World Water Forum

EnviCom contributed to PIANC´s participation on the 5th World Water Forum (WWF) which took place in Istanbul, 16.-21.March 2009 organized by InCom chair Ian White. PIANC held for the first time successfully an own session (17th March) which was attended by HH crown prince of Japan and used the opportunity to raise the economic and environmental benefits in the context of freshwater. EnviCom chair Harald Köthe gave the presentation “Inland Waterways - procedures and concepts to ensure environmental sustainability” and is co-author of the published PIANC side paper “Inland Waterborne Transport:

Connecting Countries”. 
EnviCom Action Plan

EnviCom developed its new Action Plan 2010-2014. 
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