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1. Achievements 

Through its member Associations, the work of the WFD Task Group continues to enable the wider navigation sector across Europe to remain up-to-date with progress in the implementation of the WFD and the 2008 Environmental Quality Standards (EQS) daughter Directive.  The Group has also developed a good working relationship with key individuals in DG Environment’s Water Unit: indeed, the Commission has cited the Task Group as a ‘model’ of how a sector should cooperate to provide a useful input into the CIS process.  

The Task Group has made many important contributions to the CIS process over the years.  Notable more recent achievements include:   

· ensuring, inter alia through a letter to Water and Marine Directors, that the role of the WFD in meeting certain objectives of the 2008 Marine Strategy Framework Directive in coastal waters is properly recognised – in turn reducing the potential for duplication and confusion in the area of geographical overlap in coastal waters between these Directives; 

· preparing and disseminating to all Member States via the Strategic Coordination Group (SCG), a paper discussing why navigation should be regarded as a water use rather than a water service; 

· participating in discussions on the inter-relationships between the ecological objectives of the WFD and those of the Birds and Habitats Directives helped to make sure that the Commission’s recent FAQ paper not only highlighted synergies between these Directives but also recognised a number of important differences – for example in terms of their respective levels of ambition; 

· ensuring that the sector’s views on sediments, in particular why it is not appropriate to set  sediment EQS at EU level, remain firmly on the agenda at Commission and SCG level; 

· contributing practical suggestions to help improve scientific understanding of sediments; 

· continuing to promote the importance of sediment management as an integrated part of River Basin Management Planning; 

· helping to ensure that the vital role of transport, notably waterborne transport, is properly recognised in CIS-related discussions on climate change adaptation;

· ensuring that some essential clarifications were included in CIS Guidance Document No. 20: Exemptions to the environmental objectives
 - for example (with regard to the application of WFD Article 4(7) to new developments) the definition of ’deterioration’; the exclusion of temporary or short term effects; and a retrospective provision for proposed developments not listed in the River Basin Management Plan; and  

· making a significant contribution to the CIS hydromorphology (policy and technical good practice
) documents, ensuring that the role of international Conventions, etc. in regulating activities such as dredging and disposal was properly acknowledged.

2. Current and future activities

Notwithstanding that the WFD was implemented several years ago and that River Basin Management Plans were published in most Member States in 2010-2011, there is still a great deal of CIS activity at EU level.  Whereas some of this activity (e.g. agriculture or floods) is less relevant to the sector, other activities are still important.  In 2011, participation in the SCG and associated CIS activities is continuing to have a number of benefits, for example:
· participation in the Strategic Coordination Group provides early access to information on WFD implementation in Member States, enabling the sector to understand the potential implications and, through the Task Group, to prepare accordingly (e.g. on the issue of water use vs. water service which is being considered by the Commission’s legal department; on EQS target setting; and on the definition of losses under the daughter Directive; etc.);

· participation in the Strategic Coordination Group also provides access to feedback on the Commission’s review of Member States’ River Basin Management Plans.  The Commission is already taking a keen interest in several aspects which are of importance to the sector: comparability in terms of level of ambition between Member States; any differences in identifying and setting objectives for Heavily Modified Water Bodies; the implementation of Article 4(7) to new development proposals and of other exemptions including how disproportionate cost arguments are being used;

· participation in the CIS Activity on Chemical Status provides an opportunity to contribute to and influence the development of important CIS products including the guidance to Member States on the development of an Inventory of Priority and Priority Hazardous Substances: this is likely to be an important forum for ensuring that issues including ‘losses’ and diffuse or airborne pollution are handled in a proportionate and realistic way;
· participation in the CIS Activity on Biodiversity and Water provides an opportunity to contribute experience from the implementation of the Birds and Habitats Directives (BHD) to the discussions about the synergies and differences between the ecological objectives of the BHD, the WFD and the MSFD; to influence this process and to work towards ensuring a level playing field across Europe insofar as the various ecological objectives are concerned; and 
· participation in the CIS Activity on Climate Change provides an opportunity to ensure that navigation issues are not neglected when links between WFD objectives/measures and climate change adaptation requirements are being discussed. 
� � HYPERLINK "http://circa.europa.eu/Public/irc/env/wfd/library?l=/framework_directive/guidance_documents/documentn20_mars09pdf/_EN_1.0_&a=d" ��http://circa.europa.eu/Public/irc/env/wfd/library?l=/framework_directive/guidance_documents/documentn20_mars09pdf/_EN_1.0_&a=d� 


� � HYPERLINK "http://circa.europa.eu/Public/irc/env/wfd/library?l=/framework_directive/thematic_documents/hydromorphology/technical_reportpdf/_EN_1.0_&a=d" ��http://circa.europa.eu/Public/irc/env/wfd/library?l=/framework_directive/thematic_documents/hydromorphology/technical_reportpdf/_EN_1.0_&a=d� 





