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INCOM COMMISSION

ANNUAL REPORT – YEAR 2009
The purpose of this report is to give details of the activities of the InCom Commission during the year 2009.

1. COMMISSION MEMBERSHIP
Several changes happened in the InCom membership and three new countries/ commissions joined InCom, during the year 2009.
Current members of the Commission are: 

Ian WHITE (United Kingdom)

Chairman

Philippe RIGO (Belgium)


Vice Chairman
Jasna MUSKATIROVIC (Serbia)

Secretary

Francisco ESTEBAN LEFLER (Spain)
Milou WOLTERS (Netherlands)
Risto LANG (Finland)
Yves MORIN (France)

John CLARKSON (USA)
Holger SCHÜTTRUMPF (Germany)
Stephen KWOK (Canada)
Michael FASTENBAUER (Austria)
Jurgen TRÖGL (Young professional), (Austria)

Luca CROSE (Italy)

Ton Nu Thi Thanh YEN (Vietnam)

Magdy SAMUEL (Egypt)

Jean Marie WOEHRLING (Central Rhine Commission (CCNR)) 

Lieven GEERINCK (Mekong River Commission)

Ljubisa MIHAJLOVIC (Serbia) – alternate to Ms. Muskatirovic 

J.U. BROLSMA (Netherlands) – alternate to Ms. Wolters
William Ronald COLES (USA) – alternate to Mr. Clarkson

Reinhard PFLIEGL (Austria) – alternate to Mr. Fastenbauer

Mr. Michael BEHRENDT and Mr. Pieter Van GINNEKEN, due to the responsibilities at their respective offices stepped down as InCom members, and were replaced by Mr. Holger SCHÜTTRUMPF and Ms. Milou WOLTERS. The Commission used the opportunity to thank them for their great contribution to PIANC and to the InCom Commission itself.
2. REPORT ON MEETINGS
The InCom Commission held two meetings during the year 2009: 

· Meeting No. 59, held on February 4th and 5th in Brussels

· Meeting No. 60, held on September 10-11th in Belgrade
The main subject of both meetings was:

· informing the about the activities of the Association, 

· giving an update of progress made by various groups, 

· preparation of new working groups, 

· preparation for MMX PIANC Congress in Liverpool, 

· preparation and report on Smart Rivers in Vienna
· other business    

During meeting no. 59, InCom members were the guests of the Waterwegen an Zeekanal NV, and had an opportunity to visit works on the River Lys in the city of Kortrijk, and the newly built class Vb navigation lock in Evergem, near Ghent. The PIANC President, Mr. Eric Van den Eede, who is the General Manager of WZ NV, hosted this event. 

During meeting no. 60, InCom members were the guests onboard the survey vessel of Plovput and had a trip around Belgrade on Danube and Sava Rivers. Guests visited newly erected bank revetment, and the construction site of the bridge on the Sava River.  

3. PUBLISHED REPORTS

In 2009, one report was published: 
1. PIANC InCom WG No. 29: Innovations in Navigation Lock Design, Chairman Philippe Rigo (InCom WG No. 29) This has been well received and was launched with a well attended workshop held in Brussels.
4. PROGRESS OF EXISTING WORKING GROUPS
WG 30 - Inventory of Inspection and Repair Techniques

WG chairman, Mr. Eric van Draege gave a final presentation of the report at the Smart Rivers Congress, was asked to forward draft report to InCom members.

WG 31 - Management and Missions of River Ports

WG chairman, Mr. Yves Morin, reported that the major part of the report is written but there are some difficulties with translations. As soon as that is solved, and WG members clear the document it will be sent out to InCom members.

WG 32 - Performance Indicators for IW Transport 

WG chairman, Mr. Reinhard Pfliegl gave a presentation on the WG progress during the Smart Rivers Congress, draft report to be sent to InCom members in the near future

WG 125 - River Information Services 

Kick-off meeting held in January 2009, and with two years time scale, final report expected for end of 2010. 

WG 127 - Fish Passage

Workgroup chairman, Mr. Mark Cornish, informed that WG had a kick-off meeting in November 2008, conference call meeting in December 2008, meeting in Brussels in February 2009, conference call in May, and meeting in Portland in July 2009. Completion expected for end of 2010.

WG 128 - Alternative Bank Protection Techniques 
Mr. Wayne Adams from United Kingdom was appointed as a WG chairman in January 2009, and first meeting planned for September 2009 in Brussels.

WG 129 - Asset Management

Second meeting held in February, in Brussels. Timescale for this WG is two years. Questionnaire has been issued and further responses are required. Completion expected for end of 2010

WG 137 – Navigation Structures Resilience to Overloading

First meeting planned for February 2010 in Brussels, David SULLIVAN chairman 

WG 138 – Mechanical and Electrical Engineering Lessons Learnt from Navigation Structures

First meeting planned for February 2010 in Brussels, Rolf Kuehlewind chairman 

WG 139 – Values of Inland Waterways

First meeting planned for February 2010 in Brussels, Andres Dohms chairman 

WG 140 – Semi-probabilistic Design Concept for Hydraulic Structures

First meeting planned for May 2010 during MMX in Liverpool, Claus Kunz appointed as chairman.
WG 141 – Design Guidelines for Inland Waterways

First meeting planned for May 2010 during MMX in Liverpool, Professor Bernhard Söhngen appointed as chairman
WG 142 – Inland Navigation Safety

Inaugural meeting will be held in Rotterdam on February 4-5th. John Clarkson appointed as chairman. 

5. PROPOSAL OF NEW WORKING GROUPS
During the year, the following TORs for new working groups were discussed: 
PROPOSAL – Innovative Inland Cargo Vessel Design
A paper was submitted building upon WG27 showing how appropriate ship design could reduce the environmental impact of shipping. The paper was approved by InCom but rejected by ExCom as it was felt that this was not related to the infrastructure of the waterway and was a matter best tackled by others.
PROPOSAL – Facts and Figures

To be postponed till WG 32 finishes its work and may well be incorporated in to the UNESCO document that is currently being produce to support the World Water Forum by PIANC US.

PROPOSAL – Values of Waterways

This WG proposed by Pieter Van Ginneken, in the name of Arjan Hijdra. TOR generally accepted with minor changes, and proposal was made that values of waterways should be presented through some case studies. Proposed TOR will be presented to ExCom. Proposal adopted and will start in 2010 WG 139 formed
PROPOSAL – Inland Navigation Safety

Ian will circulate TOR for this working group, and after approval will be sent to Brussels for final OK. Proposal adopted and will start in 2010. WG 142 formed
PROPOSAL – Design Criteria for Inland Waterways Infrastructure

A Working Group has been proposed to consider the development of design criteria for the construction of inland waterway infrastructure based a risk analysis of the operating and structure criteria for its use. It is intended to use the paper to develop the idea of a Eurocode which can then be put to the EU to support this case and to form the basis of other design guidelines. Proposal adopted and will start in 2010. WG 140 formed
6. CONCLUSIONS
Year 2009 was successful for InCom Commission, with one technical report, and UNESCO report published, four WG started four reports in its final stage, planned to be published, and with three working groups kicking-off during 2009. 
Important for the InCom was its presence at the AGA ’09 in Helsinki, and significant presence at World Water Forum in Istanbul in March 2009, along with publication of UNESCO Publication on Inland Waterways and preparations for MMX PIANC Congress in Liverpool. 

Three new countries/commissions joined InCom: Vietnam, Egypt and Mekong River Commission, which extended list of participants to two more continents: Africa and Asia. 
7. FUTURE MEETINGS

Meetings will be held in Brussels in February 2010 and 2011, in Liverpool UK in May 2010 at PIANC MMX and in Canada in October 2010. This will be associated with Canada’s H20Waterways Conference and will include a visit to the St Lawrence Seaway.

The proposed September 2011 meeting will be held on the Mekong River.
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