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Record tonnages 
at Port Hedland 

The Port of Port Hedland in the north 
west of the State of Western Austra-
lia services the mining and pastoral 
industries of the Pilbara Region. Iron 
ore continues to be the dominant ex-
port trade with Port Hedland being 
the largest iron ore export port in the 
world. Also important to the regional 
economy are exports of salt, man-
ganese, chromite, copper concen-
trates and livestock. For the 2004/05 
financial year, the port became the 
first port in Australia to exceed 100 
million tonnes in a single year and 
continuing record tonnages are ex-
pected over the years to come as the 
port experiences major exponential 
growth.

In 2007/08, the Port Hedland Port Au-
thority witnessed a significant surge 
in iron ore exports with record trade 
levels of 130.7 million tonnes. During 
the year BHP Billiton Iron Ore’s (BHP-
BIO) Rapid Growth Project was com-
missioned (September 2007) with a 
capacity of 129 Mtpa and Fortescue 
Metals Group new Herb Elliott port 
facilities were commissioned in May 
2008 with a capacity of 45 Mtpa. 

Port Hedland once again maintained 
its status as the largest iron ore export 
port in the world. Plans for the devel-
opment of an additional up to ten new 
cape class berths, in addition to two 
new recently completed berths, in the 
inner harbour over the next five years 
are well advanced, and should bring 
the total Inner Harbour throughput 
to around 470 Mtpa. A study into the 
development of a further 400 Mtpa 
capacity multi-user Outer Harbour off 
Finucane Island to meet the continu-
ing demand for iron ore exports post 
2013 has also been undertaken.

A record of 125,267,292 tonnes of iron 
ore exports passed through the port 
in 2007/08. The year also saw record 
throughput of manganese and copper 
concentrate exports as well as cam-
paign shipments of aged Hot Briquet-
ted Iron fines. Ship calls for the year 
increased by 16% to 1,027 equating 
to roughly 3 per day on average.
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River Basin 
Management Plans

On 22 December 2008, compe-
tent authorities responsible for the 
implementation of the EU Water 
Framework Directive in EU Member 

States are due to publish their draft 
river basin management plans.  The 
draft plans will then be subject to six 
months of public consultation.  

These new, statutory plans have 
been prepared to meet the require-
ments of the WFD.  They apply not 
only to rivers but to all water bod-
ies including canals and man-made 
water bodies, to estuaries and to 
coastal waters out to one nautical 
mile from the baseline from which 
territorial waters are defined (and to 
12nm from the baseline in respect of 
chemical status).  

River basin management plans set 
out the ‘measures’ required to meet 
the Water Framework Directive’s 
objectives of good ecological and 
chemical status in each water body 
by 2015.  The plans could therefore 
have some significant implications 
for commercial and recreational in-
land and maritime navigation, in-
cluding activities such as dredging.  
PIANC urges its member organiza-
tions to take the opportunity to review 
the plan or plans affecting the water 
areas in which they have an interest 
and, if appropriate, to respond to the 
consultation.

For those unfamiliar with the Water 
Framework Directive and its poten-
tial implications, please visit http://
ec.europa.eu/environment/water/
water-framework/index_en.html. 
Moreover, PIANC is preparing a 
new website with a separate WFD-
section that will become operational 
soon. 

Jan Brooke
Chairperson EU WFD Task Group
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Integrated maritime 
surveillance 
for Europe

In a report published in November 
2008, the European Commission 
takes the first step towards estab-
lishing a comprehensive strategy 
for integrated maritime surveillance 
for Europe. The report describes the 
current state of play regarding the 
surveillance, monitoring, tracking, 
identification and reporting systems 
put in place by EU Member States 
and EU Agencies. It also identifies 
the next steps to be undertaken 
and the challenges to be resolved 
in order to achieve an integrated 
maritime surveillance network for 
Europe. Such an integrated and 
cross-sectoral network would pro-
vide essential added value for na-
tional authorities in handling a range 
of challenges, such as trafficking 
in drugs, arms and people, illegal 
fisheries, pollution, piracy and ter-
rorism. Greater systems integration 
would also help national authorities 
in charge of surveillance operations 
become more efficient and reduce 
their operating costs over time.

There is already substantial sec-
toral co-operation taking place at 
both EU and national level on spe-
cific matters such as border control, 
maritime safety and security, as well 
as fisheries. However, the working 
document concludes that further 
concerted work by all participants 
is required to move towards greater 
integration on a cross-sectoral level 
to achieve better added value and 
cost-efficiency benefits. Therefore, 
within a few months, the Commis-
sion will finance two large-scale pi-

lot projects to evaluate how Member 
States can improve cross-sectoral 
exchange of surveillance data and 
carry out joint activities.

Progress towards establishing an 
integrated EU maritime surveillance 
network was one of the key objec-
tives set out in the Action Plan for 
an Integrated Maritime Policy ad-
opted by the Commission in Octo-
ber 2007. The present report builds 
on the three working documents on 
maritime surveillance adopted by 
the Commission in February of this 
year.

New ESPO Chairman 
sees renaissance of  
the port authority in 

Europe

Victor Schoenmakers has recently 
been elected to be the European 
Sea Ports Organization (ESPO)’s 
new chairman, in succession of 
Giuliano Gallanti. On the eve of 
ESPO’s 15th anniversary, ESPO 
members congratulated Mr. Gallanti 
for his leadership during the past four

years and for successfully bring-
ing the European Commission and 
the port sector together again after 
the ports package saga, a process 
which led to the adoption of the new 
EU ports policy last year. Members 
further elected Manuel Gómez Mar-
tin (Puertos del Estado) and Julian 
Skelnik (Port of Gdansk) as Vice-
Chairmen and welcomed the Port of 
Koper (Slovenia) as new member. 

Victor Schoenmakers is Director Eu-
rope at the Rotterdam Port Author-
ity, where he held various positions 
since 1993. Amongst other respon-
sibilities, he was closely involved in 
reorganizing the municipal port au-
thority into an autonomous limited 
company. On the eve of the organi-
zation’s 15th anniversary he stated 
that he believes in a renaissance of 
the port authority in Europe as a dy-
namic match-maker, which facilitates 
business development and at the 
same time looks after sustainability 
of the port and its harmonious inte-
gration in environment and society. 
Also, he underlined that he believes 
that ESPO should become a genu-
ine think-thank on future challenges 
of port management and port devel-
opment. The organization shall also 
foster partnerships with colleagues 
in Europe, but also overseas. 
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A new president 
for CEDA

Anders Jensen

During the 30th Annual General Meet-
ing (AGM) in Antwerp, Belgium on 1 
October 2008, the appointment of 
Anders Jensen to become CEDA’s 
new president was announced. He 
will succeed Rewert Wurpts, who 
was president of CEDA for eight 
years.

Anders Jensen has been a member 
of the Board of CEDA since 2003 
and has served on the CEDA Envi-
ronment Commission since 2002. 
Anders Jensen, who is Project Man-
ager Environment of Femern Baelt 
A/S, Denmark, said that during his 
term in office his goal would be to 
align CEDA’s services to meet the 
changing needs of its membership. 
He also aims to continue to expand 
the association’s international initia-
tives and broaden the membership 
by attracting experts from fields such 
as the offshore industry and wind 
farms, in which the need for dredg-
ing services has recently increased.    
The 30th AGM of CEDA marks an-
other significant change in CEDA’s 
governance. Emeritus Professor 
Wim Vlasblom, Secretary/Treasurer 

of CEDA for ten years, has stepped 
down. In addition to looking after the 
financial matters, Professor Vlas-
blom has also given invaluable ser-
vice to CEDA by chairing the Papers 
Committees of numerous CEDA 
conferences and congresses.  Pro-
fessor Cees van Rhee, also from the 
Delft University of Technology, the 
Netherlands, succeeds him as Sec-
retary/Treasurer.  

The third change on the CEDA 
Board is the retirement of Jan van’t 
Hoff, who the past two years has 
chaired the PR Committee. He has 
also been mentor to the recently es-
tablished Development Committee 
comprising young professionals and 
has started work on CEDA’s strategy 
for the coming three years. Tjibbe 
van Ellen, of DHV Transportation 
and Environment, the Netherlands, 
has been elected to the Board of 
CEDA to succeed Jan van’t Hoff.  

Anna Csiti
CEDA Secretariat

CEDA Dredging Days 
2008: Sustainability 

in dredging

The role of dredging and maritime 
construction in sustainable devel-
opment was the focus of this year’s 
CEDA Dredging Days organised by 
the Belgian Section of CEDA (Cen-
tral Dredging Association). The con-
ference and exhibition took place in 
Antwerp, Belgium, from 1 to 3 Oc-
tober 2008 and provided delegates 
with an excellent programme of 
technical and social events. 

Under the theme ‘Dredging facing 
sustainability’, presentations in six 
technical sessions addressed the 
key issues facing the industry, in-
cluding climate change. On the sub-

ject of climate change, it was clear 
from the presentations that dredging 
and maritime construction have im-
portant and complex roles to play. 
On the one hand the profession can
contribute to the fight by reducing 
CO2-emissions through the develop-
ment, and use, of innovative dredg-
ing equipment and technology. It also 
has an important role in enabling the 
shift to renewable energy sources for 
instance through the construction of 
wind farms.  On the other hand, the 
industry will play a crucial role in our 
adaptation to the effects of climate 
change by for example protecting 
human life and valuable resources 
from flooding. 

Belgian CEDA member companies 
sponsored around twenty-five stu-
dents to attend the conference and 
their presence was very welcome. 
In keeping with CEDA’s aim to pro-
mote young professionals it was 
acknowledged, by the more expe-
rienced members, as a good way 
to encourage new entrants into the 
profession.

All presentations are available for 
conference participants and corpo-
rate members of CEDA on-line and 
will be made available to the public 
as from 1 February 2009 on the con-
ference’s website (www.cedacon-
ferences.org/dredgingdays2008). 
CEDA is already preparing for 
its next Dredging Days for which 
the call for papers was issued in 
Antwerp. With the theme ‘Dredging 
tools for the future’, CEDA Dredging 
Days 2009 will further elaborate on 
the subject of dredging and sustain-
ability with a special focus on dredg-
ing equipment and technology. For 
more information, please visit www.
cedaconferences.org. 

Anna Csiti
CEDA Secretariat
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International 
Conference in Ocean 

Engineering 

The third International Conference 
in Ocean Engineering (ICOE 2009) 
will be held from 1 until 5 February 
2009 in Chennai, India, which will 
coincide with the golden jubilee year 
of the Indian Institute of Technology 
Madras (IITM). The IITM has been 
able to consolidate itself as an insti-
tute of excellence in technology and 
research. The Department of Ocean 
Engineering has achieved signifi-
cant success, the study programmes 
blend naval architecture and ocean 
engineering related disciplines and 
it has an internationally acclaimed 
rare combination of hydrodynamic 
test facilities. With this background, 
ICOE 2009 will offer an exciting plat-
form for academicians, engineers 
from industry, policy makers and ad-
ministrators from all over the globe 
to deliberate on various conference 
themes. 

The technical programme of ICOE 
2009 will consist of keynote ad-
dresses, contributed papers and 
special sessions with invited speak-
ers. Contributed papers reviewed 
by an International Technical Com-
mittee will be selected for oral pre-
sentation. Prospective authors are 
requested to submit an abstract of 
about 500 words to the Conference 
Secretariat. Abstract should include 
the corresponding author’s affilia-
tion, address, telephone, e-mail, fax 
and other contact information. Con-
ference proceedings will be pub-
lished prior to the conference and 
will contain keynote addresses and 
all papers accepted for presentation 
at the conference, for which at least 

one of the authors is a registered 
delegate of the conference. The 
working language of the conference 
will be English. 

For more information, please visit 
http://oec.iitm.ac.in/ICOE2009, 
or send an e-mail to 
icoe2009@iitm.ac.in. 

2nd MAYDAY, MAYDAY, 
MAYDAY conference

The second MAYDAY, MAYDAY, 
MAYDAY Conference will take place 
on 10 and 11 February 2009 in 
Naantali Spa, Finland. This confer-
ence features up-to-date information 
on Maritime Search and Rescue. 
Make a note of this event in your cal-
endar now! A detailed programme is 
forthcoming.

The conference will include presen-
tations on:

-	 challenges in Maritime Search 
and Rescue; 

-	 Maritime Search and Rescue to-
day in the Baltic Sea;

-	 what has happened after case 
m/s Estonia - is it still possible in 
2009? 

-	 co-operation between ships and 
Maritime Search and Rescue; 

-	 means to minimise the risk of ac-
cident. 

More information about registration, 
the conference programme, the ven-
ue, the fees, etc., can be found at 
http://mkk.utu.fi/en/education/edu-
conf/index.html. 

Aquaterra 2009 

Aquaterra, the World Forum on Delta 
and Coastal Development, will take 
place from 10 to 12 February 2009 at 
the RAI Exhibition & Congress Cen-
tre in Amsterdam. It is a conference 
and focused exhibition providing an 
international platform for exchang-
ing practical ideas and case studies 
of development of coastal and delta 
regions. The forum is organised by 
Amsterdam RAI in close co-opera-
tion with leading international insti-
tutes. Aquaterra 2009 consists of:

- an extensive conference pro-
gramme from 10 to 12 February 
2009;

-  	an exhibition of the latest technol-
ogies and projects on 10 and 11 
February 2009;

-   networking facilities for experts in 
the development of coastal and 
delta regions;   

- 	 an international survey on the 
most prominent delta areas world-
wide.  

This two-day exhibition will bring 
together the world’s most important 
decision makers in water manage-
ment, coastal and delta development 
at all levels. A unique content-driven 
international platform, designed for 
practical people who deal with real 
time challenges. Exactly these chal-
lenges are providing this platform 
an urgent but unambiguous empha-
sis: mutual inspiration and shared 
insights to achieve faster results in 
managing risks and creating oppor-
tunities. With an expected number 
of over fifteen hundred high level 
congress delegates and exhibition 
visitors involved in issues affecting 
coasts and deltas it is the best pos-
sible way to contact new and exist-
ing clients over the course of just two 
days. All the disciplines involved in
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issues affecting deltas and coasts 
will be present including finance, 
practical know-how, policy and en-
gineering. Exhibiting at Aquaterra 
2009 offers you therefore a unique 
opportunity to meet a targeted audi-
ence looking for practical solutions 
in a rapidly growing and changing 
market. Participating in Aquaterra 
will ensure two days of effective 
business in February 2009.

If you have additional questions re-
garding the conference, feel free to 
contact Hans Verschuur (exhibition 
sales manager) via h.verschuur@
rai.nl or check the conference web-
site at www.aquaterraforum.com for 
regular updates.

Hans Verschuur
Sales Manager

MARSTRUCT 2009 
Conference

The MARSTRUCT 2009 Confer-
ence will be held from 16 until 18 
March 2009 in Lisbon, Portugal. The 
scope of the Conference will have a 
broad basis, dealing with all aspects 
of marine structures, in some sense 
corresponding to the scope of top-
ics covered in the International Ship 
and Offshore Structures Congress 
(ISSC), which is seen as a comple-
mentary Conference to this one as it 
has the different format of present-
ing Committee reports instead of pa-
pers as in the MARSTRUCT Confer-
ences.

The MARSTRUCT series of Con-
ferences had its origin in the MAR-
STRUCT Network of Excellence, 
but is aimed at becoming a series 
of Conferences dedicated to Ma-
rine Structures so as to allow peri-
odic reporting and discussion of the 
advances in the field. The Network 
of Excellence is a European Union 

project, which permitted funding for 
joint research between different Eu-
ropean groups working in the field 
of marine structures. In 2007, the 
first MARSTRUCT Conference was 
organised in Glasgow. This second 
edition of the Conference aims at 
building on the first one and expand-
ing it to a wider community interested 
in the various aspects related with 
Marine Structures, keeping a good 
standard of the proceedings, which 
will be printed in books of estab-
lished publishers to ensure that the 
papers presented will be archived in 
an easily accessible medium. The 
full papers have been peer reviewed 
before acceptance, aiming at qual-
ity of the final publication, which is 
becoming a requirement for publica-
tions to be properly considered in the 
academic and research community. 

For more information, please visit 
http://www.mar.ist.utl.pt/marstruct/
marstruct2009 or send an e-mail to 
marstruct2009@mar.ist.utl.pt. 

Sea level rise by 2100 
will remain below 2 m

According to recent research, sea 
levels globally are very unlikely to 
rise by more than 2 m (7ft) this centu-
ry. Major increases would have to be 
fuelled by a faster flow of glaciers on 
the Greenland or Antarctic ice sheets. 
A US team has concluded that a rise 
of 2m would need glaciers to reach 
speeds that are “physically unten-
able”. However, Shad O’Neel from 
the US Geological Survey (USGS) 
underlines that this work is in no way 
meant to undermine the seriousness 
of climate change, and that sea level 
rise is indeed something people are 
going to have to deal with. According 
to him, even increases substantially 

less than 2m would cause major is-
sues for many societies. 
In its landmark assessment of cli-
mate change published last year, the 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change (IPCC) concluded that sea 
level rise would probably fit in the 
range between 28 and 43 cm over 
the century, although 59 cm was a 
possibility. The current rate is about 
3 mm per year.  But the IPCC spe-
cifically excluded the acceleration 
in the flow of ice from the Green-
land and Antarctic ice sheets, the 
world’s two major ice masses that 
would between them raise sea lev-
els by about 70 m if they completely 
melted. But the processes involved 
are poorly understood, and the IPCC 
concluded that on that basis it would 
be unreasonable to draw any con-
clusions about how far the accelera-
tion might go. Individual scientists, 
however, looked at what we do know 
about Greenlandic and Antarctic gla-
ciers, about the rates of flow and the 
factors that might prevent accelera-
tion. They found out that to achieve 
a 2 m sea level rise by 2100, every 
Greenland glacier would have to in-
crease its flow rate to at least 27 km 
per year and remain at that velocity 
for the rest of the century. As for Ant-
arctica, the West Antarctic Ice Sheet 
rests on rock that is mainly below 
sea level, meaning that warming 
seas could increase the rate of ice 
loss, though again the new analysis 
suggests this is also very unlikely to 
result in a catastrophic melt during 
this century. 
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