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Restored bulkhead on Plum Island  
(Credit: Stanley Michalowski, USACE, New York District)

The Army Corps placed sand, graded and seeded this dune on Plum Island that protects a freshwater 
wetland on the island 

(Credit: Stanley Michalowski, USACE, New York District)
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In 2008, 46,000 square feet of the 
dune was graded and vegetated with 
hand planted beach grass. This year 
an additional 13,250 square feet of 
the dune was graded and vegetated. 
In addition, fencing was placed on 
the dune to help prevent sand ero-
sion.

The Army Corps also dredged ap-
proximately 14,835 cubic yards of 
sand from Orient Harbour and this 
sand was used to restore two Long 
Island beaches – Orient Beach State 

Park and Orient Point County Park.  
The Army Corps plans on dredging 
an additional 10,000 cubic yards this 
fall. 

These beaches need the sand be-
cause they experienced serious 
beach erosion from storms. The 
sand is being used to stabilise util-
ity poles that were weakened and 
blown inward and protect roadways 
that experienced erosion. In addi-
tion, the sand will build up beaches, 
which will provide additional rec-

reational area for the public for the 
summer beach season.  

Dr. JoAnne Castagna is a technical 
writer-editor for the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers, New York District. She 
can be contacted at joanne.cast-
agna@usace.army.mil.

JoAnne Castagna
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

75

One of two jetties that were rehabbed at the entrance of Plum Island Basin
 (Credit: Stanley Michalowski, USACE, New York District)


