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DECEMBER 2022 
 

 

As an historic yet turbulent year 2022 comes to an end, it is the season for PIANC HQ 
to make some kind of New Year’s resolutions. First of all, I am delighted to inform you 
that all major PIANC-conferences are back on track. Get your laptops, pencils and 
pens out, to submit wonderful insights to the community once more! If not for one of 
the following conferences then surely you have to submit in 2023 for the World 
Congress in Cape Town from 27 February till 2 March 2024! Anyhow, I truly hope to 
see you in person in one of our upcoming events in 2023. And with the very same 
laptop, pencil or pen, mark them already in your agenda:  

• PIANC America’s Conference and BTV YP’s in Fort Lauderdale (USA) on 24-28 
April 2023 

• Our PIANC AGA in Oslo (Norway) on 25 May 2023 
• PIANC-COPEDEC X in Manila (Philippines) on 9-13 October 2023 
• PIANC Med Days in Sète (France) on 25-26 October 2023 

Major improvements are also coming up with regard to the services we provide for 
our membership! It is something HQ has been working on intensively the past year 
and we hope to bring those benefits to you in the second half of the year. You will 
hear more from us on this in the near future. 
 
Wishing you all a great festive season and best wishes for the New Year!!! 
  

Geert Van Cappellen, 
Secretary-General of PIANC 
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PIANC International wishes you and your loved ones a merry Christmas and all 
the best for a happy and prosperous 2023!  

   

 

 
PIANC-COPEDEC X - First Announcement & Call for Abstracts and Fellowships  

 

 

 

 

The International PIANC-COPEDEC X Conference will be held in 
Manila, Philippines from 9 to 13 October 2023. A Final 
Announcement including a listing of accepted abstracts, fellowships 
and detailed information for full papers, registration and hotel 
booking forms, will be issued in April 2023. Those wishing to ensure 
the receipt of the Final Announcement are requested to log into the 
conference website (https://www.pianc-copedec2020.org) to indicate 
their interest. Technical tours and social events will also be 
arranged during the week of the Conference. Pre-conference tours 
to interesting places in and around Manila and other places of 
interest in Manila will be arranged.  

 

 

The overall theme for PIANC-COPEDEC X is ‘Enhancing Waterborne Transport and Sustainable Coastal 
Development’. Papers will focus on practical applications, planning, management, and environmental 
aspects of coastal, port and inland waterway engineering in developing and industrialised countries, 
including documentation of case studies. 
 
Fellowships will be available to selected participants with priority given to authors from developing countries. 
The award of fellowships requires the acceptance to submit an abstract, finalise a full paper and present at 
the conference. The detailed procedures for application for fellowships will be provided in the Second 
Announcement. The fellowship applications shall be forwarded along with the call for abstracts. 
 
Selection of papers for presentation will be based on a one- or two-page abstract, provided as a digital copy 
(https://www.pianc-copedec 2020.org/call-for-abstract), which shall be either submitted through our web 
portal or forwarded to the paper selection Secretary by email to secretariat@pianc-copedec2020.org before 
10 March 2023. 
 
More information about the conference can be found in the First Announcement by clicking here.   
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NEWS FROM ENVICOM  
 
Submit your Project and Apply for the PIANC Working with Nature Award! 

 

 

 

 

‘Working with Nature’ is an international initiative of PIANC to 
promote a proactive, integrated approach to sustainable navigation 
infrastructure projects. Since 2008, numerous navigation 
infrastructure projects around the world have been developed using 
elements of the ‘Working with Nature’ philosophy. PIANC has to 
recognised a significant number of these projects by awarding the 
Working with Nature Certificate of Recognition. 

 

 

Until now, the reputable Working with Nature Award has been granted at the PIANC World Congresses in 
San Francisco in 2014 and in Panama in 2018.  

 

 

If you are responsible for or involved in an 
‘environmentally-ambitious’ operational navigation 
infrastructure project, your project may be eligible 
for a ‘Working with Nature’ Certificate of 
Recognition. In addition, the category ‘Supporter 
of Working with Nature’ for initiatives, 
programmes, plans, pilots, research or study 
projects is accessible. Receiving such an 
accolade enables you to promote your project as 
an example of international best practice and 
PIANC will add your project to its public. 

 

 

 

 

Beyond that, all projects submitted for the full ‘Working with Nature’ Certificate of Recognition will also be 
considered as entries for the four-yearly ‘Working with Nature’ Award. This prestigious Award will be 
presented to the first three winners every four years on the PIANC World Congress. The next PIANC World 
Congress will take place in Cape Town, South Africa from 27 February to 2 March 2024. 
  
Interested in submitting your project? Please visit the Working with Nature Award page and find more 
information, see the previous winners and submit your project to our panel of experts today! 
 
   

 

 

NEWS FROM PERMANENT TASK GROUP ON CLIMATE 
CHANGE (PTG CC)  
 
A Market Approach to Blue Carbon and Opportunities for Waterborne Transport 
Infrastructure 
 
PIANC-PTG CC Webinar - 30 November 2022 
 
Sediments are an integral part of aquatic systems, the building block for natural habitats and an inherent 
component of many ecosystem services. Sediments and their associated aquatic habitats – blue carbon 
stocks – also play a vital role in sequestering and storing carbon.  
 
One year ago, at the COP26 international climate meetings, Navigating a Changing Climate (in which 
PIANC is a partner) and SedNet, the European Sediment Network, launched their COP26 Sediment 
Management Pledge. The Pledge recognises climate change as an existential threat and sets out how 
sediment managers can contribute to both decarbonisation and strengthened climate-resilience. 
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On 30 November 2022, PIANC’s PTG CC 
delivered a webinar as part of a series of events 
being organised to mark one-year since the launch 
of the COP26 Pledge. Our keynote speaker was 
Dr William Glamore, an Associate Professor at the 
Water Research Centre within UNSW Sydney and 
an internationally awarded expert in the fields of 
estuarine dynamics and intertidal restoration, 
including blue ecosystems.  

 

 

Among the key points in this regard, Will highlighted: 

• The limitations of conventional engineering approaches in addressing some of the existential 
climate and biodiversity issues the world now faces 

• The vital need to restore and enhance natural capital, particularly wetlands; and to capitalise on 
the extensive range of co-benefits including ecosystem service goods and services 

• The progress that can be realised by providing positive incentives and further developing the 
sustainable blue economy 

• The opportunities for landowners and farmers to contribute to the evolving ‘market’ for such water 
and biodiversity resources 

• How the port and navigation sector can both contribute to (e.g. through the beneficial use of 
dredged material) and benefit from (e.g. on their path to net zero) such initiatives 

 

 

Following the presentation, and after a question-and-answer session, Dr Glamore was joined by two other 
international experts: 

• Michelle Orr, a water resources engineer and restoration practitioner with more than 25 years of 
experience in shoreline restoration planning and design, environmental compliance, and flood 
management. Michelle has worked along the US Pacific and Gulf coasts, and has particular 
expertise in the wetlands of San Francisco Bay. 

• Professor Nigel Pontee, who has over 30 years’ experience in coastal geomorphology and 
management. Nigel has contributed to the creation of over 1,700 ha of new wetland habitat in the 
UK and is currently working on several projects related to the carbon offsetting potential of marine 
habitats, including the development of a carbon code for coastal saltmarshes and research relating 
to the carbon content of restored habitats.  

The wider panel discussion then explored the opportunities a blue carbon market might offer and some of 
the outstanding challenges, including the relevance of such a market in other countries. This discussion 
highlighted: 

• The ‘charismatic’ nature of blue carbon; its association with dynamic wetland habitats and species; 
the many opportunities for local community approval giving it a ‘social-licence’. 

• The potential interest of investors/the financial sector in blue carbon opportunities, but also 
recognising the relatively high blue carbon ‘value’ of mangroves in Australia compared to the 
perceived value of marshes in the UK or USA; this difference being linked, in part, to the extensive 
above-ground biomass of the former. 

• The speed with which opportunities appear to be being realised in Australia vs. the expressed need 
for further development and trialling of codes and verification methods in many other countries. 

• Outstanding research requirements, including exploring the blue carbon opportunities associated 
with sea grasses, kelp forests and other coastal and marine habitats. 

• The perennial challenge, in many countries, of scaling-up nature-based solutions. 

Notwithstanding the different rates of progress between the countries represented, the webinar left all 
participants enthusiastic and excited to help further the recognition and realisation of the significant 
opportunities that blue carbon offers. 
  

Jan Brooke 
Chair PTG CC 
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NEWS FROM INCOM 
 
Update on InCom WG 229 - 'Guidelines for Sustainable Performance Indicators for 
Inland Waterways' 
   
The objective of the WG is to develop guidelines that can assist waterways 
managers/operators/governments/ship designers/shipbuilders in classifying ports and vessels, based on 
their environmental and operational performance, and to develop sustainable design for both vessels and 
infrastructure. The first need of complementary design is to establish a common goal by having a feedback 
system from all concerned members of the trade. 
 
The WG is in its final stage. Covid lockdowns and infections, as well as capacity shortage, impacted the 
progress. But thanks to the academic support of Mrs. Man Jiang, PhD researcher of prof. Mark van 
Koningsveld, the analysis phase of the WG could be performed in the second half of 2022. 
 
These involved the following steps: 

a. The identification of one dataset with an inland shipping corridor and ship movements from the 
PROMINENT database. A representative dataset of shiptypes and operational data was selected, 
which described the traffic in the ARA-Rhine corridor. This gave a most interesting benchmark with 
the CCNR-analyis of Rhine corridor performance. 

b. Calculate the environmental performance indicator for the individual ships and for the corridor as 
a whole, with at least the following approaches: 
1. The Koningsveld/Man Jiang approach (taking into account reduced waterdepths too, a very 
topical subject) 
2. The EICB-labelling approach 
3. The EEDI-approach (IMO, new ships) 
4. The EEXI-approach (IMO, existing ships) 
5. Carbon Intensity approach (IMO) 
6. Beurteiling des energiebedarfs von binnenschiffen mit hilfe von energie-effizienz indizes 
(adaptation of EEDI for inland ships by DST, Bundesministerium fúr Verkehr und digitale 
Infrastruktur, CESNI) 
7. Environmental Ship Index ESI/IAPH 

c. Analyse the differences 

Item 6 was one of the last heavy analyses in November 2022. One of the interesting issues to be addressed 
in the final report is, how to integrate indexes on ship level towards indexes on corridor level. Concept report 
production is planned to be performed in December, to be discussed during a WG 229-workshop in January 
2023. This workshop will prepare sending the concept report for review to InCom. 
  

Klaas Visser 
Chairman of InCom WG 229 

  
Update on InCom WG 242 - 'Permanent Floating Houses Along the Inland Waterway 
Banks and Infrastructure' 
 
InCom WG 242 held its second meeting in Amsterdam, the Netherlands on 21-22 November 2022. The WG-
members worked through a nice agenda: besides discussing the table of contents, the meeting 
concentrated on next short-term actions and upcoming WG-meetings.  
 
Moreover, Mrs Margreet Elfring gave a presentation on 'Waterwonnen in the Netherlands Including 
Discussions about Problems in Permit Regulations in Different Countries and Case Studies'. On the first 
day, the participants also enjoyed a site visit at Schoonschip in Amsterdam.  
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Members at the meeting 

 

 
Site visit at Schoonschip 

 

 

The next meeting of WG 242 will take place in Oslo, Norway at the occasion of PIANC's AGA in May 2023. 
Next meetings are foreseen in Brussels, Belgium in autumn 2023, as well as in spring 2024 to solve editorial 
issues of the report. 
  

Heiner Haass 
Chairman of InCom WG 242 

 
  

 

 

NEWS FROM YP-COM 
   
PIANC Young Professional International Virtual Event 2022 - 6-7 December 2022 
 
The second edition of the PIANC Young Professional International Virtual Event was held on 6-7 December 
2022 and attracted around 170 participants from 30 different countries divided over the 2 days.  
 
On the first day, PIANC President Francisco Esteban Lefler kicked off the event with some welcoming 
words. On the second day, PIANC YP-Com Chair Sebastian Iglesias opened the event and Mr Esteban 
Lefler concluded the event by thanking all moderators and speakers for all their efforts put into this online 
event. Thanks also goes to Mrs Rocio López Velasco, Mr Jose Calatayud, Mr Amirhamed Alviri, Mr Zay Yar 
Min Zin, Mrs Bianca Borca and Mario López Muñoz for putting together this interesting programme and for 
moderating the event. 
 
Moreover, on both days, the audience voted on the best presentation: 

• Mr Ariel José Savarese won the vote on the first day for his presentation 'Conflict Ukraine-Russia: 
How the Caspian Ports Manage this New Reality' 

• Mrs Nerea Palacios won on the second day with her presentation 'Construction Challenges during 
a Worldwide Pandemic in the Remote Shetland Islands: Toft Pier'  
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L: Mrs Palacios (picture on top) - R: Mr Savarese 
  

For a glance at the programme, please click here. You can also watch the recordings of this event by clicking 
on the following links:  

• Day 1 - Part 1: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aFt_0GIpHCk 
• Day 1 - Part 2: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IMc9bW4u--M 
• Day 2 - Part 1: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TPRNkXTxMOo 
• Day 2 - Part 2: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cB1C1xqXrMw  

  
 

 

NEWS FROM PROCOM 
 
Meeting with the PIANC Working Group Chairpersons 
   
On 12 December 2022, ProCom Chair, Mrs Anna-Lena Pahl, as well as ProCom members Nigel Bodell 
(UK), Chiara Minoretti (Italy), An Van Schel (PIANC HQ) and Leen Weltens (PIANC HQ), held their two-
yearly meeting with the PIANC Working Group Chairpersons, in order to share the latest ProCom updates 
with them and to answer questions the WG Chairs might have. 
 
The meeting was organised in two sessions, one in the morning and another one in the afternoon, so people 
in all time zones could attend in a timing appropriate for them. PIANC President, Mr Francisco Esteban 
Lefler, gave a brief introduction in the morning session, and PIANC Secretary-General, Mr Geert Van 
Cappellen, did the same during the afternoon session.  

 

  

 

   
L- Session 1 in the morning ; R: Session 2 in the afternoon 
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Mrs Pahl, Mr Bodel, Mrs Minoretti and Mrs Weltens mainly focused on the following topics:   

• Introduction by Francisco Esteban Lefler (Session 1) and Geert Van Cappellen (Session 2) 
• Demonstration of the ProCom Guidelines and Documents Sharepoint Folders by Nigel Bodell and 

Chiara Minoretti 
• Use of Social Media by Leen Weltens, PIANC Editing Officer 
• Exclusive Preview of New Photo Archive by Anna-Lena Pahl, ProCom Chair 
• Questions and Answers 

Both sessions were well attended with useful questions and positive feedback. ProCom aims to continue 
these sessions twice in the course of 2023 and hopes to be able to continue this fruitful exchange of 
information in order to facilitate the WG Chairs' work in the best possible way. 
  

Leen Weltens 
PIANC HQ 

 
  

 

 

NEWS FROM THE PIANC COMMUNITY 
 

   News from PIANC Australia & New Zealand 
   
PIANC A&NZ wishes all our friends and colleagues in PIANC International a very happy Christmas and 
New Year. Congratulations to everyone on your efforts and achievements in 2022 and we look forward to 
sharing more in 2023. 
 
Some highlights of the previous months:   
 
PIANC Australia & New Zealand Board Meeting 
 
PIANC Australia & New Zealand Board met in person at the end of 2022 in Perth, WA, our first Board 
Meeting in person since early 2020! We look forward to further in person meetings in 2023. 
 
PIANC Tasmania Inaugural Conference 

 

 

 

 

PIANC Tasmania might be the newest regional 
chapter but it is certainly out to make a big splash. 
Having had two networking events, the chapter 
now is ready to host a PIANC Tasmania forum on 
20-22 March 2023. PIANC TASMANIA 2023 is the 
first of a biennial forum focusing on the maritime 
and ports projects and experience from around the 
island state of Tasmania. 

 

PIANC A&NZ Comms has produced another 
fantastic information/promotional video for its 
members and community – looking at PIANC’s 
core mission – Working Group reports. The new 
video explains the importance of the PIANC 
International WG-reports and talks to just some of 
the A&NZ members who have been active in 
them.  
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Mary O'Connell 
PIANC A&NZ 

 

 

 News from PIANC Brazil  
 

 

 
Signing ceremony 

L-R: Mr Eduardo Nery (First Delegate PIANC Brazil), Mr 
Francisco Esteban Lefler (PIANC President), Mrs Mayhara 

Chaves (Secretary PIANC Brazil) 
 

On 24 November 2022, the Brazilian National 
Waterway Transportation Agency, ANTAQ, the 
Brazilian Association of Port and Waterway 
Entities, ABEPH and the World Association for 
Waterborne Transport Infrastructure (PIANC) 
signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) in 
order to join forces to promote the objectives and 
activities of the Association in the country. 
  
It should be noted that Brazil is a Qualifying 
Member of PIANC due to ANTAQ's representation 
in the institution since 2007. The country is 
represented by the First Delegate, the Director-
General of ANTAQ. 

 

 

ABEPH is a Private Non-Profit Association that 
aims to defend and coordinate interests and 
exchange information on any port issues. Its 
activities include studies, and research on 
technical, economic, and legal aspects that may 
contribute to the improvement of methods of 
construction, operation, administration of port 
facilities and services, as well as the solution of 
Brazilian port issues through studies and debates 
in congresses or specific meetings organised by 
its associates. 
  
According to the MoU, ABEPH will be responsible 
for organising the administrative activities of 
PIANC in Brazil, according to the guidelines of 
PIANC and ANTAQ, and it will host the Secretariat 
of the National Section. 

 

 
L-R: Mr Eduardo Nery (First Delegate PIANC Brazil), Mr 

Francisco Esteban Lefler (PIANC President), Mrs Mayhara 
Chaves (Secretary PIANC Brazil) 

  
Aretta de Andrade Assis Gomes 

ANTAQ 
 

   News from PIANC France 
 
PIANC Mediterranean Days at Port de Sète, France - 25-26 October 2023 
   
From 25 to 26 October 2023, the French Section of PIANC and Cerema jointly organise a new edition of 
the international PIANC Mediterranean Days (Med Days) at the Port of Sète in France. The Med Days will be 
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preceded by the 13th edition 'Ports of the Future' meeting at the Port of Sète, which will take place on 24-
25 October 2023. 
 
During the Med Days, engineers, experts and scientists will focus on the following themes: 

• Infrastructures and maritime structures and inland waterways 
• Energy and ecological transitions 
• Numerical transition 

The subjects mentioned in the three themes above will concern trade ports, leisure ports, fishing ports, as 
well as inland navigation. 
 
Important dates: 

• Deadline for abstracts submission: 15 March 2023 - please forward your abstract (400 words) to 
aipcn-france.dtecemf@cerema.fr  

• Acceptance of the contributions: 15 May 2023 
• Deadline for submitting the full paper: 15 September 2023 
• Ports of the Future: 24-25 October 2023 
• Mediterranean Days: 25-26 October 2023 

Please find the complete call for abstracts here. More information can also be found on the PIANC France 
website. 
  

Fabrice Daly 
Secretary PIANC France 

 

 

 News from PIANC Germany 
   
Agreement of HTG and PIANC on Mutual Membership Signed 
 
PIANC and the German Port Technology Association (Hafentechnische Gesellschaft - HTG) have signed 
the 'Agreement on Mutual Membership' in Brussels on 29 November 2022. This puts the Joint Agreement 
of 1993 on the Promotion of Cooperation on a new footing. 
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The new agreement between HTG and PIANC was signed on 29 November 2022.  
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Like PIANC, the HTG also uses its expertise to support the technological development of the waterways, 
ports and shipping and offers its members an interdisciplinary exchange of experience and cooperation in 
the field of technology and science - at national level. 
 
The signing has laid the foundation for informed knowledge management and the direct exchange of experts 
within the two industry associations. 
 
In a cross-sectional comparison, the waterways are the most environmentally friendly and sustainable mode 
of transport. “We will redouble our efforts to reinforce this advantage”, said Reinhard Klingen, Chairman of 
the HTG. HTG also devotes special attention to attracting new recruits. The HTG, conducts a biennial 
workshop, at which young students meet experienced engineers to discuss their first career steps. 
 
An initial joint event of PIANC and HTG will be on the subject of early contractor involvement and integrated 
project management. 

 

 

 

 

 

L: PIANC President Francisco Esteban Lefler and HTG President Reinhard Klingen 
R: PIANC President Francisco Esteban Lefler, PIANC Germany Secretary Gabriele Peschken and HTG President Reinhard 

Klingen 
 

 

 News from PIANC Japan 
 
PIANC Japan Online Seminar 2022 
   
On 19 October 2022, PIANC Japan hosted a seminar, featuring four recent topics in the port and maritime 
sector: 

• 'Actions for Overseas Development of Port Infrastructure Systems', by the Ministry of Land, 
Infrastructure, Transport and Tourism (MLIT) 

• 'Maintenance Technology of Wave-Dissipating Works Using 3-D Data', by Fudo Tetra Corporation 
• WG 211 - 'Guidelines for the Design of Fender Systems', by Shibata Industrial Co., Ltd. (Platinum 

Partner of PIANC) 
• WG 194 - 'A Framework for Early Contractor Involvement in Infrastructure Projects’, by Chubu 

Regional Development Bureau, MLIT 

Nearly 180 people attended the seminar and actively participated in Questions and Answers sessions 
following these four presentations. This third seminar organised by PIANC Japan was held online. It was 
open for free to PIANC Japan members, as well as non-members, to promote PIANC activities in Japan. 
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Following opening remarks by Mr Mitsuhiko 
Okada, Vice-President of PIANC and President of 
PIANC Japan, Mr Kimihiko Endo, Deputy Director-
General for Engineering Affairs, Ports and 
Harbours Bureau, MLIT, gave a guest speech. 
From the Fisheries Agency, Mr Takashi 
Nakamura, Director of Construction Division, 
Fisheries Infrastructure Department, gave the 
closing remarks.  

 

 

 

 

We would like to express our gratitude to the speakers, guests of honour, Fudo Tetra Corporation, Shibata 
Industrial Co., Ltd., and other port related organisations for their cooperation in turning this seminar into a 
great success.  

 

 

   
L: Mr Mitsuhiko Okada, Vice-President of PIANC & President of PIANC Japan - Opening remarks 

R: Mr Kimihiko Endo, Deputy Director-General for Engineering Affairs, Ports and Harbours Bureau (MLIT) - Guest speech    
 

                         
L: Mr Norio Sasaki, Director of International Policy Planning Office, Port and Harbours Bureau (MLIT) - 'Actions for Overseas 

Development of Port Infrastructure System' 
R: Mr Masaya Hashida, Technical Research Institute Structural Mechanics Group, Fudo Tetra Corporation - PIANC De Paepe-

Willems Award winner - 'Maintenance Technology of Wave-Dissipating Works Using 3D Data' 
 

                          
L: Mr Masamitsu Ikebe, Section Manager Marine Products Division, Shibata Industrial Co., Ltd. - WG 211 on 'Guidelines for the 

Design of Fender Systems' 
R: Mr Taishi Yamamoto, Director Ports and Aiports Division, Chubu Regional Development Bureau MLIT - 'WG 194 - 'A 

Framework for Early Contractor Involvement in Infrastructure Projects' 
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L: Mr Takashi Nakamura, Director Construction Division Fisheries Infrastructure Department Fisheries Agency - Closing 

remarks 
R: Secretary-General PIANC Japan   

 

 

PIANC Japan will continue to actively engage in research activities on waterborne transport infrastructure 
with the cooperation of all concerned parties. 
  

Tomohiro Yamane 
Director for International Poilicy, Ports & Harbours Bureau MLIT 

  

 News from PIANC Portugal 
 
Webinar 'Fenders: From Design to Monitoring' on 17 November 2022 
 
On 17 November 2022, the Portuguese Delegation of PIANC organised the webinar 'Fenders: From Design 
to Monitoring'. The event was organised in collaboration with the Hydrographic Institute and was attended 
by more than 50 participants. It was counted with the presence of 5 speakers, all working on different 
aspects of fenders in different countries (please click here for the event programme). It was a very interesting 
moment of exchange of professional experiences on fenders between Portuguese engineers and the 
speakers. The webinar can be seen at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Hzrgi3YTKQ8. 
  

Maria Graça Neves 
First Delegate PIANC Portugal 

 

 

 News from PIANC Spain 
 
VIII National Congress of ATPYC  

 

 

 

 

The VIII National Congress of Asociación Técnica 
de Puertos y Costas (ATPYC – PIANC Spain) took 
place in Cartagena on 26-28 October 2022. 
 
The topic of the Congress was 'Innovation and 
New Technologies', a trending field that is strongly 
impacting the development of society as a whole, 
and will continue to do so with even more force in 
the coming years. Our sector should take the lead 
in this challenge. 
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The Congress consisted of 31 presentations 
related to 'Adaptation of Infrastructures to New 
Technologies', 'New Materials and Circular 
Economy', 'Digital Solutions Applied to Ports', 
'Sustainability, Blue Economy and Climate 
Change', 'New Energy Models', 'Innovative 
Construction Processes' and 'Innovation 
Strategies in Ports and Coasts'. The Congress 
included a technical visit to the port of Cartagena 
and a round table with innovation representative of 
the main constructor companies in Spain. The 
Congress was attended by 250 attendees. The 
Congress proceedings were distributed to all 
participants at the start of the event. 

 

 
Round Table: Mr Jose Llorca and the Innovation 

Representatives of the main Construction Companies  
  

 

 

  

 

Technical visit to Port of Cartagena 
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L-R: Mr Manuel Arana Burgos (President of ATPYC), Mrs Yolanda Muñoz (President of AP Cartagena), Mrs Mª del Pilar Parra 

(Corporate Director of Ports of Spain) and Mr Fermín Rol (Director of AP Cartagena) 
 

 

 

 

Photo on the left: Opening Session 
L-R: Mr Manuel Arana Burgos (President of ATPYC), Mrs Yolanda Muñoz (President of AP Cartagena) and Mrs Pilar Parra 

Serrano (Corporate Director of Ports of Spain) 
The photo on the right shows the attendees.  

 

 

 

 

 

L: Dinner at the Roman Forum - R: Congress dinner, Board of Directors ATPYC 
  

 

 

I Session of the Management of Tsunamis in the Gulf of Cádiz - 18 November 2022 
   
This session was organised by the Coastal Management Committee and the City Council of Chipiona 
(Cádiz). The event had 134 registrants who attended the event both in person and online. 
 
The picture below on the right shows the speakers of the event.  
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Conference on Port Strategy - 14 December 2022  
 
This event was organised by the Port Management Committee. Attended by 40 participants, the event 
consisted of 6 papers and 1 round table.   

 

 

  

The photo on the left shows the speakers. 
The photo on the right is a photo of the Opening Session.  

L-R: Mr Manuel Arana Burgos (President of ATPYC), Mr Álvaro Rodríguez Dapena (President of Ports of Spain) and 
Mr Macario Fernández-Alonso Trueba (Chairman of Port Management Committee) 

  
Ana Lope Carvajal 

Secretary PIANC Spain 
  

 

 News from PIANC UK 
 
Seminar BS 6349: Maritime Works 
 
On 10 November 2022, PIANC UK hosted an annual event at the Institution of Civil Engineers to present 
an update on British Standard 6349: 'Maritime Works', Moving Forward Sustainably. The BS 6349 series of 
standards provides guidance on the planning, design, construction and maintenance of maritime structures. 
 
BS6349: 'Maritime Works' is a suite of 11 standards covering the widest range of maritime civil engineering 
of any of the English language national and international standards. It has been updated over the past 15 
years to be compatible with the Eurocodes. It is widely used on an international basis and as such is one of 
the most successful British Standards. 
 
The seminar, chaired by Ian Cruickshank, gave delegates the opportunity to review the progress that has 
been made in the last year, take a tour through the implications of the revised documents and provide an 
insight into the future planning of the updating processes. Currently, the focus of the updates are changes 
in technology and design methods, working with nature, sustainability, climate change and safety. 
 
In a guided interactive breakout session, a workshop gave delegates a chance to take part in a 'hands-on' 
exchange, allowing them to give feedback on the value of the information in the standards and to suggest 
specific improvements. 
  
PIANC UK AGM and Technical Seminar 
  
PIANC UK held its Annual General Meeting and a technical seminar on Friday 25 November 2022. Heather 
Houston, Chair of PIANC UK, gave a warm welcome to Francisco Esteban Lefler, President of PIANC. 
 
The Technical Seminar focused on progress with a number of Working Group Reports which are recognised 
worldwide as the product of the latest thinking and research on a wide range of environmental, navigation 
and maritime issues. They are used extensively as reference material and as sources of national and 
international standards. 
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A technical seminar provided an opportunity to hear from the authors of five of the latest Working Group 
Reports on their findings and to ask them questions. 
  
Chaired by Marta Mendizábal del Arco the Working Groups presented included the following topics:   

• WG 194 - 'A Framework for Early Contractor Involvement in Infrastructure Projects' 
• WG 153B - 'Recommendations for the Design and Assessment of Marine Oil, Gas and 

Petrochemical Terminals' 
• WG 212 - 'Criteria for Acceptable Movement of Ships at Berths' (update of MarCom WG 24) 
• WG 217 - 'The Impacts of Alternative Fuel Propulsion Systems for Recreational Vessels on Marina 

Design and Management' 
• WG 227 - 'A Guide for Assessing and Managing Environmental Restrictions on Dredging and 

Disposal Operations' 

PIANC UK Young Professionals Evening Seminar 
 
On 5 December 2022, Young Professionals from leading UK maritime consultants, contractors and 
owner/operators presented on projects they have influenced and provided an insight into the contribution 
they are making to the industry, as well as some specific challenges they have overcome. 
  
The presentations, chaired by Martin Manion, lasted a maximum of 15 minutes each covering a range of 
topics:   

• Parsa Hashempour: 'Holding the Line in Southsea’ 
• Panos Paraskevas: ‘Ardersier Port Energy Transition Facility’ 
• Sunny Chan: ‘South East Coastal Defence Project’ 
• Charlie Poole: 'Parika Stelling Rehabilitation' 

Nigel Bodell 
PIANC UK 

  
  

 

 

NEWS FROM OUR PLATINUM PARTNERS 
 

 News from ShibataFenderTeam 
   
ShibataFenderTeam Continuously Supports PIANC Activities Around the World 
 
In October, around 200 people gathered in the historic city of Cartagena (Spain) to celebrate the 8th National 
Congress of PIANC Spain, the Asociación Técnica de Puertos y Costas. The congress, main event of the 
Spanish maritime sector and a unique opportunity to share knowledge and technical experiences, chose as 
a theme in this edition: 'Innovation and New Technologies'. 

 

 

 

 

Representing ShibataFenderTeam Spain, Álvaro 
Rodero, accompanied by Gertjan Strietman from 
Straatman, spoke about the importance of Smart 
Bollards. An innovative equipment that increases 
safety and efficiency in berthing, loading, and 
unloading operations, and contributes to the 
processes of continuous improvement of the ports. 

 

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fmcusercontent.com%2F135683591c7f499187674ec9d%2F_compresseds%2Fc8828889-a0ed-c358-f544-5aed9d1e2642.jpg&data=05%7C01%7Cleen.weltens%40pianc.org%7C8ea744b1155640c0768e08dae3ff8116%7C26a08d4124434c0793bf828412fc1e7b%7C0%7C0%7C638072983806205091%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=7ojsDzYojL4FBZsPnNlFXy3aVywzFY2evzhsQf1IU5U%3D&reserved=0


 

The three-day programme included many more presentations on different aspects that provided valuable 
insights into the planning, design, construction, and operation of maritime infrastructure, as well as a visit to 
port facilities to learn about their activities. 
 
In November, ShibataFenderTeam participated in the second webinar organised by PIANC Portugal. The 
event, focused on fender design and monitoring, gathered professionals from various sectors, such as 
equipment suppliers, ports, researchers, and public entities. Grard Blankers, SFT Senior Maritime Engineer, 
offered a good perspective on fender panel design and its technical implications, a presentation that opened 
interesting questions. The diversity of content and the large number of attendees is proof of the interest in 
fender design of the industry and the need to provide knowledge. 
 
ShibataFenderTeam, as a long-time Platinum Partner, is proud to support the PIANC community around 
the world to drive the maritime industry forward. 
  

Cristina Verde 
Marketing Manager ShibataFenderTeam 

 
  

 

 

NEWS FROM OUR SISTER ASSOCIATIONS 
 

 News from the International Association for Hydro-Environment 
              Engineering and Research (IAHR)  
 
Read Hydrolink Magazine 3/2022! Focus on Climate Change Issues  

 

 

 

 

Every day, there are stories in the news directly or indirectly related 
to climate change. Even though it is not possible to attribute specific 
extreme events solely to climate change, their increasing frequency 
and intensity suggest a trend in several meteorological and 
hydrological variables which is becoming evident even to the most 
ardent climate change sceptics. Recent examples are the devasting 
flooding in Pakistan and the catastrophic impact of hurricane Ian in 
Florida. This issue of Hydrolink Magazine includes several articles 
on different aspects of the work of the hydro-environment 
community on climate change issues. The online version is open to 
non-members since 2021 as part of the efforts of the association to 
disseminate and share knowledge. 

 

 

Last Chance to Present your Work at the 40th IAHR World Congress! Submit your Abstract by 15 
January 2023! 
 
Nearly 1,000 abstracts received so far! Deadline extended.  

 

 

Celebrated every two years, IAHR World 
Congresses provide scientists, engineers, 
organisations, central and local authorities, 
companies, and young professionals early in their 
careers with a stimulating opportunity to meet, 
share and discuss recent advances and 
experiences, identify innovative and emerging 
trends in hydro-environmental science and 
engineering, and get inspired.  
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The 40th IAHR World Congress will take place in Vienna, Austria, on 21-25 August 2023. Under the theme 
'Rivers: Connecting Mountains and Coasts', the 40th Congress will provide a great opportunity to address 
water challenges in the close vicinity of the Danube, Europe’s second largest river. 
 
>> Submit your abstract by 15 January 2023!  
 
Nominate your candidates for the 2023 IAHR Awards! 
 
The nomination period is open until 15 January 2023. 

 

 

 

 

Every two years, the IAHR Global Awards are 
presented at the IAHR World Congress. IAHR 
Awards recognise the most important 
achievements in the hydro-environmental science 
and engineering field within several categories, 
and reward those individuals, organisations, and 
companies in the hydro-environment sector that 
are moving engineering and research forward 
through achievement or published papers. 

 

Nominating a candidate allows the hydro-environment sector to give due recognition and to encourage 
excellence in engineering research and practice. We welcome nominations for individuals, organisations, 
and companies from all parts of the world and strongly encourage the nomination of women candidates. 
 
>> Submit your nomination before 15 January 2023! 
  

Pilar González 
Communications and marketing manager IAHR 

  

 News from the International Association of Dredging 
                                       Companies (IADC) 
 
IADC Conference: Financing Sustainable Marine and Freshwater Infrastructure 
  
Breaking the Deadlock! 
  
How can private capital accelerate the green transition in marine and freshwater infrastructure? This is the 
overarching question that will be explored at the IADC conference 'Financing Sustainable Marine and 
Freshwater Infrastructure' on 9 February 2023 in Dubai, UAE. 
  
The conference is based on a recently published study exploring the financing of green coastal, river and 
port projects. Sustainable waterborne infrastructure solutions are available, have been tested and are 
economically viable and private capital could help to accelerate the uptake of such solutions. The report can 
be downloaded for free here. Increasingly around the globe, government sustainability policies often require 
translation in order to be put into practice. For marine and freshwater infrastructure projects this means:  

• conceiving projects that contribute to the UN’s 17 Strategic Sustainability Goals (SDGs); 
• ensuring funding from sustainable sources for these projects; and 
• putting the projects out to public tender in such a way that they comprehensively contribute to the 

SDGs. 

All stakeholders recognise the importance of sustainable projects. Investors have green labelled funds, 
governments have a green taxonomy in place and contractors are continually developing nature-based 
solutions. Everyone it would appear is committed to sustainability, however parties face insurmountable 
difficulties in bringing it all together in executing projects. How then can parties break the deadlock in the 
funding of sustainable projects? 
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About the Conference 
 
The focus of the conference will address who needs to do what and what is needed to break this deadlock. 
The event aims to recognise the different obstacles experienced by different stakeholders. By having 
interactive discussions among stakeholders and audience based on eye-catching marine infrastructure 
projects, potential solutions to overcome these obstacles will be identified. The final result will be a prioritised 
list of activities to break down the obstacles. In addition, stakeholders will be named to work on each of 
these activities. 
  
Representatives of all stakeholder groups are invited. Clients/Port Authorities, Insurance companies, 
Consultants, NGOs, Dredging Companies, Public sector entities, Financial Institutions/Investors and 
Regulators. 
  
We are also happy to welcome you at a special pre-conference evening 'meet and greet' event on 8 
February 2023. Throughout the conference, a networking area for delegates will be available. 
  
While the programme is still being developed, we are pleased to confirm that Swiss Re will be one of the 
quest speakers. Soon, we will announce more names of presenters and keynote speaker(s) from the marine 
and freshwater infrastructure industry, the financial sector and government organisations. 
  
Visit the event website for more information on the programme content and logistics and how to register. 
   

Ria van Leeuwen 
Senior PR & Communications Officer IADC 

  
 

 

PUBLICATIONS 
 
Just Shipped 
 
The following publication was published in December 2022:  

• WG 235 (MarCom): 'Ship Dimensions and Data for Design of Marine Infrastructure' 

Publications Pipeline 
 
The following publication will be published in January 2023:  

• WG 203 (InCom): 'Sustainable Inland Waterways - A Guide for Inland Waterway Managers on 
Social and Environmental Impacts' 

  

 

Save money by becoming a member of PIANC and download ALL PIANC 

publications FOR FREE from the Members Only portal!   
 https://www.pianc.org/join-pianc 

 

  

ON THE CALENDAR 
 
Call for Innovation Spotlight Speakers – Breakwaters 2023 
  
The Innovation Spotlight was a new feature at the last Breakwaters event in 2017. It was well received, and 
so will be returning in 2023. The Innovation Spotlights are an opportunity to share the latest research, 
technological advancement, or product development, even if in its infancy, to the wider coastal engineering 
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community. The aim is to shine a light on innovation, with dedicated sessions designed to facilitate the early 
release of new ideas, pioneering research, design guidance, best practice, specialist advice and services. 
  
Innovation Spotlight speakers will be given the opportunity to showcase their work through a short 
presentation during one of the Breakwaters sessions, supply an accompanying poster which will be 
displayed in the exhibition area during the event, and provide a briefing paper to be shared with all delegates 
and included in the published conference proceedings. 
  
To be considered for one of these opportunities, all we need from you is a pitch, not exceeding a single side 
of A4. This pitch can include figures/photos/diagrams and should be not more than 300 words – how you 
present it is up to you. 
  
As with regular speaking slots, Innovation Spotlight speakers are expected to pay a registration fee. 
  
If you are interested in being an Innovation Spotlight speaker/author, please submit your one-page abstract 
by email to breakwaters@ice.org.uk by 12 January 2023. 
  

Daxa Bharadwa 
Content Engagement Manager - Institution of Civil Engineers 
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