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NOVEMBER 2020
Here we are with already the last newsletter of the year. A year that has been
challenging in many ways, not only for PIANC, but for all countries worldwide.
Nevertheless, as you can read in this newsletter, our member countries have
remained very active and they have organised many virtual events in the course of
2020. PIANC International would like to thank all delegates and members for
keeping the PIANC spirit alive, even though the circumstances were far from
evident this year! Great job everyone!
We hope you are all doing great and despite the fact that we will most likely have
to spend our holidays in a different way than usual, we wish you all the best for the
new year ahead and we hope to see you soon again outside the virtual meeting
room!
Season's greetings!

NEWS FROM THE 83RD COUNCIL MEETING AND
EXTRAORDINARY GENERAL ASSEMBLY
PIANC's 83rd Council Meeting, as well as an
Extraordinary

General

Assembly

were

held

virtually on 28 October 2020. The meeting was
attended by 62 delegates from all over the globe,
which is really great, given the different time
zones!
The President especially welcomed Mr Okada as
the new Vice-President of PIANC. Moreover, he
thanked Mr Romeo Ciortan from Romania, who
was attending his last meeting as First Delegate.
and who will be succeeded by Mr Alexandru Uta.
Secretary-General, Mr Van Cappellen, informed the participants that despite the difficult year related to
the Covid-19 pandemic, the PIANC General Secretariat has been very busy. Eight new Working Group
reports were published in 2020 and PIANC also welcomed Ecuador and Bulgaria as two new Qualifying
Members. Moreover, PIANC HQ is very pleased with the revival of the National Sections of PIANC
Portugal and Canada. Even though the year 2020 has been challenging in many ways due to the corona
crisis, Mr Esteban Lefler and Mr Van Cappellen underlined the essential role of networking within the
Association.
The minutes of the previous meetings were approved by all Delegates and both the Council as the
General Assembly approved the third quarter of PIANC’s budget. The General Assembly also approved
the changes to Article 66 of the Rules & Regulations, which were already approved by the Council in
Lyon on 30 September 2019.
As the First Delegate of PIANC UK, Mr White
informed the participants he had been asked to
propose

that

Mr

Hiroshi

Hayashida

would

be appointed as an Honorary Vice-President,
following his retirement as the Vice-President for
Asia. Mr Hayashida has been involved with PIANC
internationally for nearly thirty-five years, having
represented PIANC Japan as a Delegate at
Council Meetings and at AGAs in the 1980s. Both
the Council and the General Assembly approved
and Mr Hayashida expressed his gratitude to all
Delegates.

Mr Hayashida & Mr Van Cappellen during the PIANC
meeting week in February 2020

Mr Esteban Lefler repeated that due to the Covid-19 pandemic, the impacts are variable in all different
member countries of PIANC. First of all, the crisis affects the hosting of international events, but also the
employers, as they sometimes prohibit their employees from travelling in these unsafe and uncertain
times (which also depends on the creation of a vaccine). Therefore, Mr Esteban Lefler expects there will
be many virtual/hybrid events in the future. With regard to the MoU’s already signed, PIANC will keep
these MoU’s, provided that everyone is still on the same page. During the meeting, Mr Esteban Lefler
suggested that PIANC International and the National Sections and Qualifying Members investigate all
possibilities/opportunities for a more digital approach in organising events.
With regard to PIANC's international events that were already scheduled, the Council and General
Assembly decided on the following:

•

PIANC Asia Pacific (APAC) 2020: this will be a hybrid conference (physical & virtual). Mr
Lawson mentioned that registration already reached 100 physical participants and over 100
virtual ones.

•

PIANC-COPEDEC 2020: the assumption is now that this conference will be postponed until
2022.

•

PIANC AGA 2021: a physical AGA is cancelled and a virtual two-session event is organised
instead, consisting of two four-hour sessions (statutory matters and tecnical presentations), on
succeeding afternoons similar to today’s event.

•

PIANC-SMART Rivers 2021: to be postponed until 2022 (until further notice).

•

35th PIANC World Congress: to be postponed until March 2024.

•

NordPIANC 2021: to be held on 7-10 September 2021.

As the 35th World Congress, to be held in South Africa, will be postponed, Mr Van Cappellen launched a
call for candidates to host the AGA 2022, as well as the other events on the schedule that still have no
host country.
Later on in the meeting, Mr Van Cappellen presented his presentations on the PIANC copyright policy,
as well as the newly created Task Force on the PIANC membership (together with Mrs Pahl from
ProCom).
Finally, the Council and General Assembly Delegates could follow a presentation online by the first prize
winner of the PIANC De Paepe-Willems Award 2020, Mr Benjamin Popovich from New Zealand.
PIANC HQ

NEWS FROM EXCOM
ExCom Meeting 2020-5 on 25 November 2020
ExCom meeting 2020-5 took place on 25
November 2020. Mr Lefler opened the meeting by
welcoming the members and thanking them for
attending

a successful virtual

Council

and

Extraordinary General Assembly on 28 October
2020. He also urged the Commission Chairs to
start preparing their annual report and contribution
for the Yearbook 2020.
The ExCom members approved the minutes of the previous meeting and ran through the different Action
Points. After that, Mr Van Cappellen presented the financial results of the last quarter of the year, as
well as the budget. Furtermore, the Navigating a Changing Climate Coalition was discussed and the
ExCom members approved some changes to the Rules & Regulations.
Next on the ExCom agenda was an update on PIANC's upcoming international events and how to deal
with thim in the current circumstances. Finally, most of the attention was given to the Commission items.
The meeting discussed the status of PIANC's Working Groups and the new Terms of Reference (ToR),
Mrrs Pahl (Chair of ProCom) reported on the last ProCom meeting and Mr Van Cappellen reminded the
ExCom members that so far, no new candicacies have been received to succeed Mr Schmeltz and Mr
Rao as Chair of CoCom. Candidacies can be forwarded to HQ until 31 December 2020.
PIANC HQ

NEWS FROM ENVICOM
Working Group 194 on 'Early Contractor Involvement' - Call for Reviewers
Working Group 194 has been active since early
2017 and is now in the final stage of writing its
report. Before the COVID-19 pandemic, members
held meetings with many participants from all over
the world at several locations. Today, progress
continues through many online meetings, and the
review of the report can begin in early 2021. In
addition to technical and legal issues, Early
EnviCom WG 194

Contractor Involvement has many psycho-social
aspects, like ‘how do you build trust amongst
project partners?’ and ‘how do you cope with
disputes

without

harming

the

co-operative

atmosphere?’.
Particularly for these kinds of topics, the Working Group is calling for reviewers. If you are an expert on
the psycho-social aspects of co-operation within a project team and are willing to review part of the
report,

please

email

the

Chair

of

the

Working

Group,

Kenneth

Willems

at kenneth.willems@vuentica.com. Your input will bolster the authority of the report.
On behalf of all contributors to the report,
René Kolman
International Association of Dredging Companies (IADC)

NEWS FROM PROCOM
ProCom Meeting 2020-5 on 23 November 2020
Fourteen ProCom members attended the last
ProCom meeting of the year in a successful series
of virtual meeting throughout the year. Chair of
ProCom,

Mrs

Pahl,

said

she appreciated everyone’s efforts to join online
and that everyone in ProCom did a great job in this
complicated year. She hopes to continue working
in the same spirit.
The ProCom members went through the minutes of the previous meeting, as well as the different action
points. But overall, this ProCom meeting focused on the progress made by the four different ProCom
subgroups:

•

Subgroup on Social Media

•

Subgroup on Disseminating WG content and Additional PIANC Communication Channels

•

Subgroup on the Promotion of the Working Groups' Achievements

•

Subgroup on the Support of National Sections

All subgroups were asked to give an update on where they all stand.
Mrs Pahl also mentioned the newly created Task Group on Membership and she explained the steps

undertaken so far. The meeting also discussed the proposed PIANC country flags and logos, as well as
the idea of drafting Personal Development Hours (PDH) to people attending PIANC events.
The next ProCom meeting will take place in January 2021, right before the PIANC winter meetings.
Leen Weltens
Secretary of ProCom

NEWS FROM YP-COM
On 4 November 2020, YP-Com held its third meeting of the year with the delegates from around the
world. The meeting was attended by more than 30 delegates from different countries and served as a
great way to catch up and stay in touch. We discussed the (mostly online) activities that had taken place
in the different regions, also the regional vice-chairs provided an update for the upcoming events: mostly
online webinars, seminars, etc.
The chair of YP-Com provided an update on the postponement of international events and provided a
summary from the YP-Com Board’s brainstorm session on a virtual year in 2021. From this session, it
was decided to create a dedicated committee within YP-Com that would bring together delegates from
across the world and set out a strategy for 2021. This task group for virtual events will be led by Sebastian
Iglesias (Argentina/the Netherlands), who is joined by Heather Houston (UK), Laurence Benn (Australia)
and Aung Phyo Kyaw (Myanmar) – with a vacancy for a YP from the Americas region. Please reach out
if you are interested to learn more about and/or join this task group. Some initial ideas and concepts
were gathered through an interactive discussion with the delegates, following the question:

What

virtual PIANC events would you like to see in 2021?

Finally, YP-Com decided that with the rise of many online platforms, it was time to terminate our contract
with GoToMeeting and from now on move on to other platforms – a joyful decision for some of us!
Rodrigo Molto & Eslie Vrolijk

YP-Com Secretary & Chair

PIANC USA YP-Com Webinar on 10 December 2020
PIANC USA YP-Com will be hosting a webinar
featuring two of the 2020 De Paepe-Willems
Award winners. Please click on the image on the
left to find the press release. The event.I will take
place on Thursday 10 December from 3 to 4 p.m.
EST. The links to register are all found in the press
release.

Kayla Waltemire
Deputy PIANC USA Secretary

NEWS FROM THE PIANC COMMUNITY
PIANC-SMART Rivers 2021 Postponed
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, PIANC-SMART Rivers 2021 will be postponed to 2022. The deadline
for the abstract submission (30 November, 2020) will also be postponed. The conference website will
come back soon with new information.
Please contact smartrivers2021@nhri.cn or smartrivers2021@outlook.com if you have any questions
about the conference.
We are looking forward to meeting you in 2022!
Dr. ir. Gensheng Zhao
On behalf of the PIANC-SMART Rivers 2021 Local Organising Committee

Journal on the Hydraulics of Coastal and Hydraulic Structures (JCHS)
Several scientific institutes, including the TU Delft and the BAW, have joined to start a new open-access
Journal on the hydraulics of Coastal and Hydraulic Structures (JCHS). The journal focuses on the nearfield processes related to the behaviour and functions of coastal and hydraulic structures like
breakwaters, jetties, weirs and locks. The scope has thus a close connection to questions arising from
PIANC InCom and MarCom.

The journal is not-for-profit and no pay walls will be in place. An international team of editors will uphold
a high-quality standard by using a double-blind review process. The papers are hosted by the TU Delft
OPEN publisher. You are invited to submit scientific papers to the journal. The first volume will appear
in 2021. Please check the attached flyer for further information.You can also register at the journal
website to receive email alerts on recent papers. Please click here to find some more information in the
flyer.
Carsten Thorenz

News from PIANC Argentina
XI Argentine Congress of Ports Engineering
On 7-9 September 2020, PIANC Argentina and
the Argentine Association of Ports Engineering
(AADIP) hosted the 'XI Argentine Congress of
Ports Engineering'. It was the first time this event
was held
attendance

in

an

online

showed

format.

that the

The

effort

great

was well

worthwhile, with 487 participants from across Latin
America, USA, and Europe.
The congress brought together outstanding professionals from the region, and it was divided in blocks:
Port Planning, Port Infrastructure, Waterways, Aids to navigation, Dredging, and Port Environment. One
of the highlights were the presentations from the different PIANC Technical Commissions, and from the
Young Professionals in Argentina. Moreover, PIANC’s International president, Francisco Esteban Lefler,
presented 'PIANC The World Association for Waterborne Transport Infrastructure'. The latter is available
on the AADIP YouTube channel, and the papers from all presentations can be downloaded from
www.aadip.org.ar.
Bilateral Meeting: Engineering Bioceanic Corridor
On 20 October 2020, professionals of the port
community were able to participate in the online
event organised by the Engineering Faculty of
University of Buenos Aires, the Graduate School
of Port Engineering, the Civil Works Department of
the University of Santiago de Chile, and the

participation

of

the

Chilean

Association

of

Engineering, Ports and Coasts.
The seminar aimed at facilitating the exchange of professional and academic experiences between the
two countries in topics related ports, waterways, and maritime engineering. There were four speakers,
Sebastian García and Pablo Arecco as experts from Argentina, together with Carlos Reiher and Carlos
Rodríguez as experts from Chile. The meeting resulted in fruitful discussions about risks associated to
multiple causes of failure in port infrastructure, and the share of knowledge in port planning strategies.
New Instagram Account PIANC Jóvenes Professionales Argentina
Follow us on our new Instagram account @yppianc_ar to stay
updated on all the activities of the PIANC YP-Group in Argentina!

Sebastián Iglesias
PIANC Argentina

News from PIANC Japan
Online Seminar 2020
PIANC Japan hosted a seminar on 23 October 2020, featuring the four latest topics in the port and
maritime sector:

•

Development of Japanese port infrastructure, by the Ministry of Land, Infrastructure, Transport
and Tourism (MLIT)

•

Covid-19’s impacts on global shipping, by the International Association for Port and Harbors
Association (IAPH) Cooperation Foundation

•

Blue Carbon Initiatives, by the Japan Blue Economy association (JBE), Port and Airport
Research Institute (PARI)

•

Japanese offshore wind farm projects, by the Japan Dredging and Reclamation Engineering
Association (JDREA), Penta-Ocean Construction Co., Ltd (Platinum Partner of PIANC).

Nearly 200 people attended the seminar and actively participated in Q&A-sessions following the four
presentations. This first ever PIANC Japan seminar was held online to prevent infections among
participants. This seminar was open for free, both to PIANC Japan members as non-members, in order
to promote PIANC's activities in Japan.
Following the opening remarks by Mr Mitsuhiko Okada, Vice-President of PIANC and President of
PIANC Japan, Mr Masahiro Kato, Deputy Director-General for Engineering Affairs, Ports and Harbors
Bureau, MLIT, gave a guest speech. From Fisheries Agency, Mr Noritaka Asakawa, Director of

Construction Division, Fisheries Infrastructure Department, gave closing remarks. Both guests of honour
remotely participated in the seminar from their offices. We would like to express our gratitude to the
speakers, guests of honour, SCOPE, Nikken Kogaku Co., Ltd., and other port related organisations for
their co-operation in making this seminar a great success.
PIANC Japan will continue to actively engage in research activities on waterborne transport
infrastructure with the co-operation of all concerned parties.

Mr Mitsuhiko Okada
Vice-President of PIANC
President of PIANC Japan
Opening Remarks

Mr Masahiro Kato
Deputy Director-General for Engineering Affairs, Port and Harbors
Bureau, MLIT
Guest Speech (remote)

Mr Taishi Yamamoto、
Director of International Policy Planning Office, Ports and Harbors
Bureau, MLIT
'Updates of Overseas Development of Japanese
Infrastructure and Expectations for PIANC'

Mr Narumasa Tonda,
Under Secretary, IAPH Coperation Foundation,
'The Impact of Covid-19 on Global Shipping'

Mr Tetsushi Noguchi,
Chairman of Technical Committee, JDREA,
Senior Managing Executive Officer, Head of Civil Engineering
Divisions Group, Penta-Ocean
'Development of Work Base Ports for Offshore Wind Farm

Construction in Japan'

Mr Tomohiro Kuwae, Ph.D,
President, JBE,
Group Head, Coastal and Estuarine Environment Research
Group, PARI
'Blue Carbon Initiatives in Japan'

Mr Noritaka Asakawa,
Director, Construction Division, Fisheries Infrastructure
Department. Fisheries Agency,
Closing Remarks (remote)

Ko Hirasawa
PIANC Japan

News from PIANC Romania
On 4 November 2020, our President and
Secretary-General, together with the HQ staff had
the pleasure to welcome the new Romanian First
Delegate, Mr Alexandru Uta, during a Teams call.
Mr

Uta

succeeds

Mr

Romeo Ciortan.

Mr Uta is Senior Advisor at the Ministry of
Transport, Infrastructure and Communications at
the Directorate of Naval Transport in Romania.
During the Teams call, Mr Esteban Lefler and Mr
Van

Cappellen

introduced

Mr

Uta

to

the

Association.
PIANC International welcomes the new First Delegate and hopes for a fruitful cooperation with PIANC
Romania!

News from PIANC Spain
Webinars
1. Management of the Public Domain and the Port Concessions: Main Elements to be
Considered. 5 November 2020
Organised by the Port Management Committee.
During the webinar, several speakers presented
their different points of view, according to their
individual

roles

Administrations,

in
Port

the

process

Authorities,

(Public
Private

Companies, etc.). The main topics focused on the
relationship

between

concessions

and

port

operations, legal framework, general terms for
new concessions and maintenance operations
using BIM methodology.
The event was attended by 100 participants and it has been made available on the website of PIANC
Spain in the 'Members Only' Section.
2. Steel Solutions for Port Developments and Coastal Protection. Adaptation to Climate Change

Speaker: Mr Joao Martins, Civil Engineer ArcelorMittal.
During the webinar, some case studies were
presented,

focusing

on

how

steel

sheet

pile solutions can be a good option in the
adaptation process to climate change in coastal
environment. The event was attended by 60
participants, almost half of them coming from
Latin-American countries such as Argentina,
Chile, Costa Rica, Paraguay or Brazil. It was a
very

successful

experience

of

co-operation

between the National Sections of Spain and
Argentina. Our Argentinian colleagues spread the
information of the webinar to other countries of the
region.
The webinar is available on the ebsite of PIANC Spain in the 'Members Only' Section.

Young Professionals
On 3 November 2020, the new Young Professional Commission of PIANC Spain was launched with the
organisation of the kick-off meeting after the election process that took place in early September. The
members of the new National YP-Com division are:

•

Chairman: Vicente Pardo

•

Vice-Chairman: Jorge Molines

•

Secretary: Rocío Ramos

•

Web Manager and Social Networks: Sara
Zoccari, Marta Melcón, Noé Fernández
and Jorge Molines

•

Institutional

Relationship:

Vanesa

Cámara

•

Members: Daniel González, Rafa García
and Rodrigo Moltó

Ana Lope Carvajal
PIANC Spain

News from PIANC UK
PIANC UK has undertaken a four-part webinar series in October/November. The series provided
updates on the revision of British Standard BS 6349 – Maritime Works. Experts involved with the
rewriting of the standard delivered 20-minute presentations with a 10-minute Q&A-session hosted on
Zoom. Each event typically had 3 presenters and followed a particular theme which leant itself to a
specific audience. Average attendance sat between 50 and 70.
Registrants were charged a small fee of £25 per session which helped cover the cost of administering
the event and will allow PIANC UK to host events of a similar nature in the future.
A post-event online networking event was also facilitated by the Zoom platform. Attendees were invited
to join for a chat within smaller groups taking place within ‘breakout rooms’.

The event was also advertised through Brussels
and

enjoyed

good

international

attendance

indicated by the blue countries in the map on the
right. As the topic concerned the update and
revision to a British Standard, predictably the
majority of attendees were UK-based.
Feedback

has

administrative

been
burden

initially
was

positive.
quite

high

The
on

committee members however it is anticipated that
this will ease with the improvement of systems and
efficient delegation of tasks.

Ian White
First Delegate of PIANC UK

News

from

PIANC

USA

PIANC America Initiative
In 2020, the PIANC America Initiative was formed
with participation from fourteen countries in the
Americas. This initiative aims to develop PIANC
leadership
professional

from

the

Americas,

development and

promote

training, and

encourage collaboration amongst the navigation
community in the region. The PIANC America
Steering Committee met three times in 2020 to
organise and promote joint

PIANC events

including planning a future PIANC America
Conference in the coming years.

The PIANC America Initiative was developed through the International Co-Operation Commission
(CoCom), which identified the benefits of forming this regional group in the Americas. This Initiative also
builds on many of previous meetings held at PIANC events in the Americas including the PIANC World
Congress in Panama, PIANC-COPEDEC in Rio de Janeiro, and SMART Rivers in Pittsburg and Buenos
Aires. Currently, the Steering Committee is completing a strategic plan to begin implementation in 2021.
PIANC USA Leadership Updates

Meet Calvin Creech
PIANC USA has named Dr. Calvin Creech as their
Liaison to the PIANC America Initiative. Since
2012, Dr. Creech has been the lead technical
subject matter expert in South America for the US
Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) Mobile District.
In this role, Dr. Creech has led technical capacity
building partnerships in Navigation and Integrated
Water Resource Management with the Brazilian
National

Department

of

Transportation

Infrastructure (DNIT), the Brazilian National Water
Agency (ANA) and the Company for Development
of the São Francisco River Valley (CODEVASF).
Dr. Creech is the US lead on the PIANC Working
Group to Develop a Classification System for
South American Waterways and has led projects
in Brazil, Canada, Colombia, Peru, and the United
States.
As liaison to PIANC America, Dr. Creech will assist in coordinating activities aimed to develop PIANC
leadership from the Americas, promote professional development and training, and encourage
collaboration amongst the maritime navigation communities. The PIANC America Initiative was created
by the PIANC International Co-Operation Commission (CoCom), and PIANC USA was identified as the
lead National Section for coordinating this regional initiative.
Dr. Creech is a Civil Engineer with degrees from Lawrence Technological University (BS), the University
of Michigan (MS), and Wayne State University (PhD). Dr. Creech has been awarded the 2012 USACE
Detroit District Innovator of the Year, the 2015 USACE Engineer of the Year from the South Atlantic
Division and was designated as one of the Top Ten engineers in the United States Federal Government
by the National Society of Professional Engineers in 2016. In 2019, Dr. Creech was appointed as a
Fulbright Specialist by the US Department of State for his work in Latin America.
Kayla Waltemire
Deputy PIANC USA Secretary

NEWS FROM OUR PLATINUM PARTNERS

ShibataFenderTeam Supports PIANC APAC Conference 2020 as Silver Sponsor
and Virtual Exhibitor
ShibataFenderTeam had firmly planned to exhibit at the PIANC APAC 2020 conference but the current
restrictions and border closures did unfortunately not allow us to be present on site. However, instead
of cancelling our participation, we decided to support PIANC ANZ with a sponsorship and additionally
engage ourselves with a virtual exhibition booth. Luckily, digitisation allows us and many others to be
more flexible and gives us the opportunity for discussions and networking, independent from our
locations.
We already saw many cancellations of important events for the maritime industry this year and are
therefore relieved that PIANC ANZ decided for a hybrid event. The APAC 2020 Conference is an
important event for the maritime industry and aims to share knowledge by bringing together the major
stakeholders of infrastructure projects from Asia-Pacific. We are glad to once more show our support to
PIANC as a Platinum Partner and virtual exhibitor. We cordially invite you to visit the SFT virtual booth.
Our fender experts look forward to discussing your projects and sharing valuable experience in fender
design and manufacturing with you.
Having great speakers and an informative programme, we look forward to chair session 11 on 'Ports
and Marine Facilities – Design – Fenders' and 13 on 'Ports and Marine Facilities – Construction'. If you
have not yet registered, we encourage you to go ahead and do so – it will be a great event.
We wish all exhibitors and visitors a successful and informative APAC 2020 Conference.
Nadine Pape
Junior Marketing Manager ShibataFenderTeam

PUBLICATIONS
Just Shipped
The following publication was published in October 2020:

•

WG 201 (InCom): 'Framework for an Inland Waterway Classification in South America'

Publications Pipeline

There are currently no upcoming publications, but we are expecting that a lot of WG's will finish their
work soon. Please check here for regular updates.
Please note that the Recreational Navigation Commission (RecCom) of PIANC is relaunching some
Terms of Reference (ToR) and is looking for additional members:

•

WG 217 - 'The Impacts of Alternative Fuel Propulsion Systems for Recreational Vessels on
Marina Design and Management'

•

WG 220 - 'Planning, Design and Operational Guidelines for Pump-Out Systems in Recreational
Facilities'

•

WG 221 - 'Design Guidelines for Recreational Boating Slipways'

•

WG 222 - 'Design Guidelines for Floating Breakwaters in Marinas'

•

WG 223 - 'Meaningful Inclusion of Fishing Communities in Recreational Marinas – Guidelines
for Planning'

Please forward your candidacy to your National Section or Qualifying Membership First Delegate in case
you are interested. We would like to remind you that Working Group Members should either be Individual
Member of PIANC, working for a Corporate Member or Platinum Partner, be an invited expert or a be a
member of a Sister Organisation.

Save money by becoming a member of PIANC and download ALL PIANC
publications FOR FREE
from the Members Only password protected pages!
https://www.pianc.org/join-pianc

ON THE CALENDAR
PIANC & Engineers Australia FREE to Members Midday Webinar: 'The Role Of
Physical Modelling In Today’s World'
When: 10 December 2020 from 1 to 2 p.m. AEDT
Speaker: Dr. Stephen A. Hughes
Register HERE!

Coastal and port engineers rely on four complimentary tools for the development of robust, functioning
projects: theoretical analyses, numerical modeling, physical modeling, and field measurements. From
the early days of coastal and port engineering physical modeling (including laboratory experimentation)
has played a major role in advancing understanding and in effective design and construction.
It is important for experienced engineers, as well as younger members of the profession and decision
makers to at least understand both the advantages and limitations of physical models.
This webinar, hosted by the National Committee Coastal and Ocean Engineering, PIANC Australia and
New Zealand, and Engineers Australia, will examine the role of physical modelling in today’s world with
a look toward the future. After a short introduction describing the underlying principles of physical
modelling, typical modern-day model uses will be discussed, along with specific examples of how
physical models contributed to successful projects. We will explore current worldwide trends in physical
modeling that illustrate the continued importance of this engineering tool.
From there, we will step back from physical modeling and share opinions on several challenges faced
by coastal and port engineers now and in the future. These topics include: climate change; maintaining
the knowledge base; erosion of expertise; and perhaps most importantly, learning from engineering
practitioners. A question and answer session will follow the presentation.
PIANC Australia/New Zealand
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