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Introduction:   
 

On 16 July 2016, WG 179 sent a questionnaire to all PIANC National Sections to collect information about the 

applied classification for inland waterways in their countries and their suggestions for modernising the current 

ECMT (1992) and UN/ECE classifications. 

Based on the results of the questionnaire, the WG concluded that in Europe the connected waterways share a 

common classification. However, inland navigation and the inland waterways fleet in other countries is rather 

different from that in Europe. The WG started an investigation into developments in the inland waterways fleet 

in Europe and in particular into developments in waterway channel dimensions since the publication of previous 

classifications based on the proposal presented by PIANC WG 9 (1990). 

The overall waterway network was studied, and the specific dimensions of existing locks and bridges have been 

considered in drafting a new classification proposal. 

The structure of this report can be summarised as follows: 

 

The report is preceded with an executive summary. Here the new proposal for classification is introduced and 

the differences between the ECMT and UNECE classifications are highlighted and explained. The main 

conclusions and recommendations are listed in this summary. 

 

Chapter 1 contains the general introduction to the report. Chapters 2 and 3 deal with the programme of work 

and the results of the submitted questionnaires. Chapter 4 contains a description of fleet characteristics. 

Chapter 5 contains a description of waterway characteristics. Chapter 6 enhances the fleet and waterway 

characteristics findings through a market analysis. Chapter 7 presents the synthesis of the information presented 

in the previous chapters to develop the proposal for a revised classification, which is presented in chapter 8. 

Additional data and details are included in Appendices A to N. 

 

Following thorough discussion among the members of WG 179 the following classification scheme is proposed 

(see table ES1). 

 

NOTE: The objective of this report is to provide information and recommendations on good practice. Conformity is not obligatory and engineering judgement 

should be used in its application, especially in special circumstances. This report should be seen as an expert guidance and state of the art on this particular 

subject. PIANC disclaims all responsibility in case this report should be presented as an official standard. 

PLEASE NOTE that for only € 95,00 ( € 35,00 for students ) you can become an individual member of PIANC. Individual members receive a login and password to 

access the members-only page on our website. There you can download all published (English) PIANC reports FOR FREE, (https://www.pianc.org/join-pianc) 
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