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February has been a dynamic and productive month for PIANC, marked by 
collaboration, progress, and a look forward across our global community. 

 
Last month, we were pleased to convene the PIANC Winter Meetings, bringing 
together our Commissions, several active Working Groups, and the Executive 

Committee (ExCom). These meetings provided a valuable opportunity to 
review ongoing initiatives, align on strategic priorities, and reinforce the 
strong cooperation that drives PIANC’s technical excellence worldwide.  

 
Several Working Groups report significant progress in their respective fields in 
this newsletter. We are grateful for the continued engagement of all experts 

contributing their time and knowledge. 
 

We are pleased to announce the release of a new PIANC publication: PIANC WG 
215 (MarCom): 'Accidental Impacts from Ships on Fixed Structures: Design 
Considerations'. EnviCom WG 227 on 'A Guide for a Risk-Based Approach to 

Environmental Windows for Dredging and Navigation Infrastructure Works' is 
almost ready for publication.  

 
We are also launching a call for candidates to join new and ongoing Working 

Groups and we warmly invite interested members to apply. 

 

 

 

 

 

Finally, preparations are nearly complete for the 
Annual General Assembly in Hull, United Kingdom. 

We look forward to welcoming members from 
around the world for what promises to be an 

engaging and inspiring gathering. If you have not 
yet registered, now is the time - secure your place 

and join us in Hull: 

https://www.pianchull2026.org. 
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Enjoy reading 'Sailing Ahead'! 

 

 

  
 

JOIN US AT THESE UPCOMING PIANC EVENTS! 
 

 

NordPIANC 2026 

 

 

 

PIANC Estonia warmly welcomes Nordic members of 
PIANC to Tallinn, the medieval capital of Estonia, on 
9-11 September 2026. Further details will be shared 

in due course. 

 

 

 

 

PIANC APAC 2026 

 

 

The 4th Biennial PIANC APAC Conference will be held on 25-27 August 2026 at the 
Brisbane Convention and Exhibition Centre, located in Brisbane’s vibrant South 

Bank cultural precinct.  
The theme for the 2026 Conference is Connecting and Sharing – Oceania and 

Asia-Pacific Neighbours. 

We invite you to submit Extended Abstracts presenting research, technical 
innovation, case studies, best practice and real-world applications across all areas 

of port, harbour and maritime infrastructure before 27 March 2026 via 
https://piancapac.com/abstracts/. 
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Download the First Announcement 

 

 

 

  
 

 NEWS FROM THE PIANC WINTER MEETINGS 
 

 

News from ExCom 
 

 

 First ExCom Meeting of the Year in Brussels, Belgium 
 

 

On 5 February 2026, the PIANC 
Executive Committee (ExCom) met in 
Brussels to address its regular statutory 
matters and review key strategic topics. 
The Committee received an update on 
the progress of ongoing Working Groups 
and approved new Terms of Reference, 
discussed upcoming PIANC events, and 
announced the winner of the PIANC De 
Paepe-Willems Award 2026. 

 

 

 

 

The meeting also concluded with the final revision of PIANC’s Rules & Regulations, 
reinforcing the organisation’s commitment to strong governance and future-
oriented development. 

 

 

News from MarCom 
 

 

 First MarCom Meeting of the Year in Brussels, Belgium 
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MarCom held their first meeting of 2026, 
face to face in Brussels, Belgium on 3-4 
February 2026. As well as the usual 
actions and reviews of Working Group 
progress, we were presented with two 
presentations. These were on the work 
of WG 164 - 'Upgrade of Ports by 
Deepening Dredged Depth', and on WG 
225 - 'Seismic Design Guidelines', which 
are nearing completion for publication 
later this year. 

 

 

MarCom WG 215 - 'Accidental Impacts 
from Ships on Fixed Structures' was 
published this month. This is a 
comprehensive guideline for assessing 
and mitigating vessel allisions with 
bridges, piers, quay walls, dams, lock 
approach walls, and other fixed 
infrastructure across ports and inland 
waterways. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Furthermore, Martin Mannion spoke on MarCom WG 
224 - 'Planning of Fishing Ports' at the 3rd PIANC Africa 
webinar. 

Michael Grace presented on the same report at the 7th 
Blue Ports Initiative workshop, for the Fisheries and 
Aquaculture Division of the Food and Agriculture 
Organisation of the United Nations on 10 February 
2026. 

 

 

Michael Grace 
MarCom 

 

 

News from InCom 
 

 

 First InCom Meeting of the Year in Brussels, Belgium 
 

 

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftracking.pianc.org%2Ftracking%2Fclick%3Fd%3DeNCJZGUEA88y5RA1FTAVME_7IW-f5Mm4Uesc7I9YAUsRMiRKColziQPwSyUKDvzLL6fGstJ2ZLB3vobZvndsFuGXJ24hxwZVmkptnq6X4XkvwWB-vDmpsSXDT5UJmk-94c9pySatYN15NeDaqztQga-wBwsYO3dj9rkaW2vvxjOgFlhnEmx43DjhpiDcWi_O9djmvOI8tegMr9cVU25jCV26D-nfR4bMyNBNXFBL7XtSw03pJ7CzAAqJrSxC2l9ovMOT4BNQbgvMZG9n5E3j-ZtQcYhR-I2KdwQLs3aJ_pcaRcMJrcIIQdK12xmz4Mn8PlErrGYPXROPCCUxQlDcGRsE9u3PNEvvOV7dBBacdhc-I-TBhuMNTAdSTN9fefJ68Q2&data=05%7C02%7Cmembership%40pianc.org%7C1a8d9a6172744b7f054c08de79095070%7C26a08d4124434c0793bf828412fc1e7b%7C0%7C0%7C639081278125348740%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=TsWPmqlSAzqGPk83XCOlKSAh9yRKPsbHI64vOo%2FF6tM%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftracking.pianc.org%2Ftracking%2Fclick%3Fd%3DeNCJZGUEA88y5RA1FTAVME_7IW-f5Mm4Uesc7I9YAUuSEJXqv2hJMhFDK3t601U-ncWMvMjBUTSZVoU6jDjLGoV2Rw4sZKazRYNqc1D3Y5pV5UE7eB99gYHHqeW7BG_9PLkS2W2zNToWttkujN7jameJ6cMLr8r2zm7ENiZqRNhXNhs04Y368PrHuMXNv03c-SoAITwE-k2qc02azmtzVcTzGxfq2-n7OmMfmzKAygpvhL7ekoxxDTzrn-9tPuT9FvKwJyt-vham3AB94Xnvb4FXRney6Tr4NFx_oQMnJkVhxPBjq4qz6xk_o_DETPSMlkr1mQ7_UzFfw9HJDvoBzRsUonlZg3UHi8nbwfbuJNmtH5dNE1odJJRunfZ-HaoSVg2&data=05%7C02%7Cmembership%40pianc.org%7C1a8d9a6172744b7f054c08de79095070%7C26a08d4124434c0793bf828412fc1e7b%7C0%7C0%7C639081278125357473%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=JXNn4V%2F6h7EYaC8dDuKRnSUPxvo%2FZAqYBJ4SJtp35Yg%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftracking.pianc.org%2Ftracking%2Fclick%3Fd%3DeNCJZGUEA88y5RA1FTAVME_7IW-f5Mm4Uesc7I9YAUuSEJXqv2hJMhFDK3t601U-ncWMvMjBUTSZVoU6jDjLGoV2Rw4sZKazRYNqc1D3Y5r3mXZgHdUQxVEgqqBGFP59AZQ-XqTH9FKg9MT_TfZglE_ciwhZDzA5zTfePru0NqTJ-rTbYDtoM5JUn_APx4-BRY13EFZ0_it0t6CB0xJ1kFjtygXiyXcV9y4foPN7zpHP8txmWnYwPTGTdMl7r8uVpIH9J8u2eFIlX7yI8VusKB-JSxW1sCgoeCn92b9TiG-KtBk2Qjn5EqvjD-6s5vWgrGeEa8KnrjKLSbfdLI4zqBP54Ok03G3eIqUwj8sTNh37mAi5Mix0IM-wSRnQsYw24Q2&data=05%7C02%7Cmembership%40pianc.org%7C1a8d9a6172744b7f054c08de79095070%7C26a08d4124434c0793bf828412fc1e7b%7C0%7C0%7C639081278125365564%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=PPNRkGXQiEUoxLKACHAf8b4gVPZqYkdLD%2Bor2BmoGPQ%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftracking.pianc.org%2Ftracking%2Fclick%3Fd%3D9lbRf0hHTI8sEv_ndqLt7U4tfBYdW6qQOjf9F2p1832h_S072Mqo-UhL-zE_NrgKOuVaQTVLVh0VC123eTRHTtlUh3wwk3Nh0HLKdzKo6ktqSsKCC9VE00vLDtc0b2hFczJ9zuQobjMaChwSwVj5NDUuHnkJoZRtkB7Jbgiq13D__axaV4hUExk93lW1ha-fFwNAkWyhf5U2AiIfPx3XvyNV_nM6RLOtz3l8hfxobEAaIx1txUfEl5iVBjgQWQWii4ZThsHBfIrxawkciRblwXhLc_jc5ZzXwpe8ONdE-Z5lRsZo-yTEdMWTVSRPqe7KzwQ2Usz-9bRDcb07ZTs2tLOwqSM_xBZADzqGEVvAqkcNWSnNYyZ0eSDW40r_SykKKQ2&data=05%7C02%7Cmembership%40pianc.org%7C1a8d9a6172744b7f054c08de79095070%7C26a08d4124434c0793bf828412fc1e7b%7C0%7C0%7C639081278125318321%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=hKRraHDlzzzcmzPH0xVNHP5xBOB%2BXDCgn9wT5p15mFk%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftracking.pianc.org%2Ftracking%2Fclick%3Fd%3D79tHlb482tE98zXKFKw0_tI60syWzbxwQB_5lKVc50PGusm32EUS32TWdpTc1gecwcYXuTre4fGtrb8eP-OiHXe0bOthp4ht-JiXVN0DApdCxspVd2y5cHCLdLux7EnzZZzgnKLcx6OHs0PLCl1XTvYKKoqbluMfb8t57VDbc7f6mhWH25vQnX05CSp8-pKnJlRfbQpiz34u-f9ON0R9Bah-ZpCtleGQTwqnQoh0f5SfPJQKmTS8JiLhfpzW8lZb3vI0th7AoKfUYF8WTEv8eU27gKms5Wl-eOL0Cjk78AiE3hYK5KSUk4XIruocAoGNGmLvQEYxI8SeU9AwnCf1NBoP-W_FI15-uO6R4qS-X1f4udpvDRfdk6L-vCoazbQr8BVuP2XLoFBRntEnIrKMtks1&data=05%7C02%7Cmembership%40pianc.org%7C1a8d9a6172744b7f054c08de79095070%7C26a08d4124434c0793bf828412fc1e7b%7C0%7C0%7C639081278125328413%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=iAvT1VwZozrZVfHXPPP%2B1UEiwDMUkOrB0rxS7k4pB64%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftracking.pianc.org%2Ftracking%2Fclick%3Fd%3D9lbRf0hHTI8sEv_ndqLt7U4tfBYdW6qQOjf9F2p1832h_S072Mqo-UhL-zE_NrgKa4spE9DVVw5kmsD3M-xrnDFROjs2m2eIeaPKOfLjbbMjDqr17hrMobQdMJRtgOwLNC6_TLkrBBsp1nXIsabKPMNKoSsfq5lFFZGrrf5bJjVwGuh_9tPyW_ttUL3OLMFWWeQiNh4d2N-bSGox7pG7DJ2Jwzb-hiWgGIU14xGmWNIufvQBpRzCDQ6XHPzLb3wQzKSEDy84KWkVjQqDfHtO-FMQEjdgzO61r_bi1IEz7Y7r4J6zdbZ4Z5TQyL6K_iUhTUueE-wc12vBU3f1DCMKo2TxKwkRH-IWIUli8CRgTcJ842FfxqGtotti9yImwL9LqQ2&data=05%7C02%7Cmembership%40pianc.org%7C1a8d9a6172744b7f054c08de79095070%7C26a08d4124434c0793bf828412fc1e7b%7C0%7C0%7C639081278125339546%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=yiTKoJ3gl7bWgH5o3E%2BmnGpqw9NVCMAavpOE3bfUC%2FQ%3D&reserved=0


On 3 February 2026, I had the pleasure of hosting PIANC InCom for a technical visit 
— a great opportunity to exchange insights on how De Vlaamse Waterweg nv is 
shaping the waterways of tomorrow. 

The InCom members explored the Vlaamse Waterweg's roadmap towards smarter 
operations, data driven traffic management, and a resilient waterway network 
supported by major investments and digital innovation.  
 
As part of the programme, the delegation was guided through two key sites in 
Hasselt: 

 

 

• the East Region RCC Hasselt, our modern remote control centre that plays 
a crucial role in the centralisation and future ready management of locks 
and bridges 

• the hydroelectric powerplant in Hasselt, an impressive example of 
multifunctional infrastructure where waterway management and 
sustainable energy generation come together 

 

 

Proud to share our expertise — and even prouder to welcome international 
colleagues as we work together towards a future proof inland navigation system. 
My distinguished compliments towards my PR colleague Ben Nauwelaers for his 
major support. 

 

 

Stefan Devocht 
InCom 

 

 

 

 

Following the tremendous visit in 
Hasselt hosted by De Vlaamse Waterweg 
and a nice evening in the centre of 
Brussels, InCom had a fruitful meeting at 
PIANC HQ on 4 February, with 15 
participants on site and 7 attending 
remotely. We had the pleasure to 
welcome 2 new members from Mexico: 
Jorge Perez & Jesus Gonzalez. 

 

 

Several members were invited to present the status of their Working Groups (WG): 

 

 

• Rolien Van der Mark and Nils Huber for WG 249 - 'Adaptation if IW for Climate 
Change Impacts' 

 

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftracking.pianc.org%2Ftracking%2Fclick%3Fd%3DalMLaOZsC4-2_yKKch7eoy7TN8o4_pq_CNU6f4xhYnfWYStzfoMYTLJMGmgHflcXUv8p4ZBZEP0wY5ODBtDH_AO4tZnjQdAskJ2INFiTPZpZyjW9O5L1oeveQSQr5ZZeEBMrNaaxD7K_SdPN9yUqo7uS71DliVlR54TU_d_Dfuy8wSLJFTkqo-zPZAFmA2vgjE4Syx3Xf2nZpJGSp5KQQdUrSHv6KQ2bFhBnpfKtRh_FMAb7UPCH-uOx9ZoZIiwqotzd7FiLlSNGETF_AEDj9iv8VW2qqxGPeA9vi78SzuZ86NMzskdURM-n0-gQ7gSgGbLyXBJOsZCrEgnv5fJNAowloopW-77nNu-JOpYzxVH30&data=05%7C02%7Cmembership%40pianc.org%7C1a8d9a6172744b7f054c08de79095070%7C26a08d4124434c0793bf828412fc1e7b%7C0%7C0%7C639081278125373803%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=2MMUHSj5Ls138mB6oCuenq%2FogTwlsp63bW63DedaOgs%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftracking.pianc.org%2Ftracking%2Fclick%3Fd%3DpZ2Aov5Rt8lOwJWIp55H_leZq8y3iGnQqSIqEi6hAFs-PrDFmRz-0zSIXxvi6yzKLXGFzolSl0_RbuUXjy36YYsEsvw5Wl89G9HCzKtNl1URS1upGJnP-eTxXBa4o65RsBrR8ksUqk637X0wD0oV3P5z7JSZMhp2hxX7u-SyWPgTCJFwdjzvHUTPzwTY2Fctmi5w9HeKhVq6dwBJMAv6ROtoitp_mooF9iTgd0XkVC6k1nwate5KHUBLYopz-c6D-rGSwW8l_sjXTbPGnMldtcEwFYF5QPQEM9_XhrpWqeOwhhztLw7nu3vDjwgovetxPIlQGCeRlZ3RndJh2jyqPdiZFfAYBjKfouvIxOMhrOsg0&data=05%7C02%7Cmembership%40pianc.org%7C1a8d9a6172744b7f054c08de79095070%7C26a08d4124434c0793bf828412fc1e7b%7C0%7C0%7C639081278125392211%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=2GNUigAge9C2gDLFkyhNv7bM8zGYzHfmrlzhpRZ1Onw%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftracking.pianc.org%2Ftracking%2Fclick%3Fd%3DvnHEmxZ1UV5gEgCm4e5KEfP-2wL-kjwMqd7BKfyFdSMGTSa4x9Qj6jn7BgyCHL8oUe1vHXmJOz-gQD9f7UPifIKao39sceKj6ALhRZMNMaeBhoWnHeqo0swo0IEi5BHLRfAudpsAo04LY5u4l1jXy332HSxPwUE0YYfD3f2_hxKnxk_V2YqbhRAWSntlJvNgK6MRlxnNHsFanuO2tzk5kgc5Z-AiCU2FZbx6cxL_5g6NaMx1roFCmhs0jACKMwN4wCtVFYyLhgO3t9FSfHPc_zy65Eo8BRADLLkbIAoLbn9Hs6PPgIJPY-9J8HjEVSSskFnNSJppZtuW-SHbDthDGlX_YVcgQl1IRFTEQpfpZOvIxtj4Qxad3p2X3NzM495ihw2&data=05%7C02%7Cmembership%40pianc.org%7C1a8d9a6172744b7f054c08de79095070%7C26a08d4124434c0793bf828412fc1e7b%7C0%7C0%7C639081278125400579%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Pgl2Q6YEes4%2BS%2F5k2ZzozKyUufx7JgkWToOFsShAcCY%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftracking.pianc.org%2Ftracking%2Fclick%3Fd%3Dl7L9DeL3PbP9pYHIJ7kVMqaWA0PugB4jLR1kTbmQf-al6VEaXLjt_GnV1ZI0Zi0tIDkRTulI-UXOUM4PNrWgA7J2qEMtxujhywPkSNnrBMp80lVW8WK6pk3T6Ia9xDK4uS7EiR6p5dFvZ8FUyVBhzxFWrK_QT-erNr5aV29YcL6xLwnarRICi6Tk7lLV76YrO-qRkU5VFzq4Suk2XL_o1h6v7G4lxGx1tXkWodMwDeThu5znJeS31v6YWEb0M2xr-EO-FvDeu8Fw0RM4O-gVrf3BBm8qDSjnMGIPXpUjxdaDZ3_-lbFZyQr4MoU9cvDSmfOIe0jldyF4zV5qE69ugAo25oZmYU6d6amwu01lIFk74kWNuZyAZq3N9IEJW-J88wClwpQpKw4p1Ud3NhCBCWc1&data=05%7C02%7Cmembership%40pianc.org%7C1a8d9a6172744b7f054c08de79095070%7C26a08d4124434c0793bf828412fc1e7b%7C0%7C0%7C639081278125381884%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=JF7aIf6I5%2F%2FPmiWZFyPMEqxFYsEk%2Bdczxqxrmli6MsI%3D&reserved=0


• Andreas Panenka for WG 255 - 'Structural Re-Assessment of Existing IW 
Hydraulic Structures' 

 

 

To follow the tradition to discover each 
member's national navigation 
management, Ruper Henn and Katja 
Rettemeier presented the German 
inland waterways (IW). New IW topics 
were also debated for potential future 
terms of reference, based, among 
others, on the very interesting 
presentation by Annemarie Seiffert 
about the inspection and maintenance 
processes applied in BAW. 

 

 

 

 

After the InCom meeting, the Technical Commission Chairs and Working Group 
Mentors were gathered by PIANC HQ to discuss about their important role to 
facilitate the success of Working Groups. 

 

 

Last but not least, after more than a decade as InCom 
Secretary, Jasna Muskatirovic passed on the torch to 
Catherine Swartenbroekx. Thank you very much, 
Jasna, for your strong involvement in InCom! 

 

 

 

 

Catherine Swartenbroekx 
Secretary of InCom 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

 

News from EnviCom 
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 First EnviCom Meeting of the Year in Brussels, Belgium 
 

 

 

 

The members of PIANC EnviCom had 
their first meeting of the year in 
Brussels, Belgium on 3-4 February 2026. 

Many EnviCom members attended yet 
another fruitful meeting. 

 

 

News from ProCom 
 

 

 First ProCom Meeting of the Year in Brussels, Belgium 
 

 

 

 

On 4 February 2026, PIANC ProCom met 
to review the activities of its various 
subgroups, with particular emphasis on 
membership development and enhanced 
support to National Sections. The 
Committee exchanged ideas on new 
promotional initiatives to further 
strengthen PIANC’s visibility and 
engagement, and discussed the 
development of a corporate video in 
close cooperation with CoCom to better 
showcase the organisation’s mission and 
global impact. 

 

 

The ProCom members also welcomed new member Arnold de Bruijn, who will 
replace René Kolman, who has recently retired. 

 

 

News from CoCom 
 

 

 First CoCom Meeting of the Year in Brussels, Belgium 
 

 

The Cooperation Commission (CoCom) held a hybrid meeting in Brussels on 4 
February 2026. The session covered several key agenda items, including updates on 
PIANC-COPEDEC XI 2027, engagement with target countries, and areas for future 
improvement. 

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftracking.pianc.org%2Ftracking%2Fclick%3Fd%3DTvhnn-IRe8AYA7zVHwjt6CC38vmPqsnT08kBfICm4MHKjQjn-IPSF1q-27zckdyD6J8PtGmuzDnWU3MyxyHpJYpWmlNTTIBvleIO8FjDWTIxoZy_Ypdkn6YeIAhotmxo3OHosfFZcSRgBy9Uj_H4p3tScwfOWKoL1V1dDHLvqA9bOfyqS_MBAiyGllD1PEYzYhdFignAWR-vC0nYd4916WzFmdBzfK9y4kaoM7-AU8UcAN9LDRWgs8XOfvwRq-xdOmEtS8wa-gx7ardsHFK_tvkAvd0DBG-7UGUDoTz2nCl61qCHJFD_TJJfd-9BqNZp45reBwEENoJwuvMAI164ccPxcypO7cy7VXGAcaSZACSS0&data=05%7C02%7Cmembership%40pianc.org%7C1a8d9a6172744b7f054c08de79095070%7C26a08d4124434c0793bf828412fc1e7b%7C0%7C0%7C639081278125462531%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=NLOlSCXjZsaBbsbdbl%2BAc0r1nLacqYq%2Fw%2B8CYiuJ9lY%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftracking.pianc.org%2Ftracking%2Fclick%3Fd%3DBJjEoolRmNCe8nGv-f0nseQyw9JDFEs5j2QvUs6CVHKfxTAG9Q6aRdndS71E7pmVzXFiSMlB1-qf5rlJJEaI5GfUNArCFrfBC42dj29onOmPXUuXsqodmtN3VxW5Ytlq40r6d45wLSz-Jo-oOT-I8uyDw80rj52uoiys6J1-rZ_jD0YnpIkamGfet2zm-gah6wqHEgeqmC6-ICZzp_o4l7N6LNxE40n0GVpjwf6zrEASLysz7ieiWkJJVSVycAHsYPjNb0vCqhjNVbGyArCjM_--JT8njXbN-UGVHE0Al_TvcxfE2qwG64i-asj7wUOSApYRIrn_e0FKeXaExtz98rNI-sRtUl7JB0Np0x8Q9gtvlszNGietzDmiNQaviPssiQ2&data=05%7C02%7Cmembership%40pianc.org%7C1a8d9a6172744b7f054c08de79095070%7C26a08d4124434c0793bf828412fc1e7b%7C0%7C0%7C639081278125445312%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=CJQ0V9sYDOaHqhhYtJSYZK%2FOvhD42QzAAKFPLP632HE%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftracking.pianc.org%2Ftracking%2Fclick%3Fd%3D9lbRf0hHTI8sEv_ndqLt7U4tfBYdW6qQOjf9F2p1832h_S072Mqo-UhL-zE_NrgKhUY0R7fFStirzFP17zvG3_zgyxCpr6AuF4GU21EHQL_VMeyw5xv3o3jHRVCI6P_leHd9rownEB7VuMURgffcvtkVtBKbs3ySWU4ltmBCL06FZmndk3XWV929IPUGyPzZaZ8hREcTVzhYTZMtMyETvuk8GPt_RsQyDsQFqC9-dAkAHy83dhXHmWc1ru_obpgYs4uwVefNDeX5IZ-bWa_PZS2BEgJdLb3MAwhqUm03k724aoQdX7Hr-AyyxCP7DilZr9ew7jkvHfcgZHqz7U_Y5NKoANoIl5U5G5wUh-OJYAUcQgwbCtCQfUoRWs1qvLsC8g2&data=05%7C02%7Cmembership%40pianc.org%7C1a8d9a6172744b7f054c08de79095070%7C26a08d4124434c0793bf828412fc1e7b%7C0%7C0%7C639081278125453776%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=AYCHVciFjHsmI8DmYEAnWpZIm9rFMc7Kvc%2F8vDgQuag%3D&reserved=0


The following items were discussed during the meeting: 

 

 

• PIANC-COPEDEC XI in 2027 

• Target Countries Review: Strengthening Global Participation 

• Training and Education Committee 

• Enhancing Cooperation with ProCom 

 

 

 

 

 

Mohammadreza Allahyar 
Co-Chairman of CoCom 

 

 

 Visit the Brand-New PIANC Africa YouTube Channel 
 

 

Africa is at a crossroads. From the digitalisation of Ports & Inland waterways, and 
upgrading of Port Infrastructure, to the massive potential of Green Fuels Hubs, the 
engineering challenges we face require more than just localised effort — they 
require global consensus. 

That is why we (PIANC Africa) have officially launched the PIANC Africa YouTube 
Channel. 
 
We aren't just uploading videos; we are building a 'Digital Quay Wall' where speakers 
such as: 

 

 

• Piet Creemers breaks down the future of River Information Services (RIS) 

• Martin Manion shares the 2025 updates on Fishing Port design 

• Local African Leaders such as Abidemi Ibrahim Famuyiwa, Stephen Ampiaw, 
Captain Akinloye Azeez and Captain Lanre Badmus share the "on-the-ground" 
reality of African port operations 

 

 

 

 

Connect to our channel, and subscribe at 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC6ixq3rR6WivVfZMTiQk

zjg. 
 

Let’s move beyond 'ideating in isolation' and start building 
our African Infrastructure. 
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Read more about this meeting...  
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Tauqeer Ahmed 
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 NEWS FROM THE PIANC WORKING GROUPS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

MarCom WG 233 - Meeting in Portugal 

 

InCom WG 255 - Meeting in Belgium 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

InCom WG 265 - Meeting in Belgium 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

InCom WG 267 - Kick-Off Meeting in 
Belgium 
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 Report on the 3rd PIANC Africa Webinar on PIANC WG 224 - 'Fishing Ports' 
 

 

PIANC Africa’s third webinar brought the newly updated WG 224 – 'Planning of 
Fishing Ports' to life, translating a comprehensive global guideline into practical 
actions for African contexts. Hosted and moderated by Tauqeer Ahmed (Head 
Engineering Centre of Excellence, TNPA), the session featured a deep dive 
presentation by Martin Mannion (Chair of PIANC WG 224) and a grounded panel 
response from Ing. Stephen Y. Ampiaw (Ghana) and Capt. Akinloye Azeez (Nigeria). 

The recording is available here: https://youtu.be/08d7cZ_py58. 
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 PIANC at MARLOG 15: Advancing Resilient and Optimised Logistic Corridors 
 

 

From 8 to 10 February 2026, PIANC participated in the 15th International Maritime 
Transport and Logistics Conference (MARLOG 15) in Alexandria, Egypt, in the 
context of its continued role as Scientific Partner — building on its longstanding 
cooperation with the MARLOG series including MARLOG 14 in 2015 and prior years. 

 

 

PIANC was represented at the conference by Dr. Babak 
Bani-Jamali, Vice-Chair of the Maritime Navigation 
Commission (MarCom), who chaired a high-level 
plenary session entitled 'Resilient and Optimised 
Logistic Corridors'. The session addressed strategic, 
technical, and institutional approaches to 
strengthening transport corridors in the face of 
operational, environmental, and geopolitical 
challenges. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Babak Bani-Jamali 
Vice-Chair of PIANC MarCom 

 

 

PUBLICATIONS 
 

 

Just Shipped 

 

 

The following publication was published in February 2026: 

 

 

 

 

PIANC WG 215 (MarCom): 'Accidental Impacts from Ships 
on Fixed Structures: Design Considerations' 
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Upcoming Publications 

 

 

The following publication will be published in March 2026: 

 

 

 

 

• PIANC WG 227 (EnviCom): 'A Guide for a Risk-Based 
Approach to Environmental Windows for Dredging and 

Navigation Infrastructure Works' 

 

 

Apply for These New PIANC Working Groups: 

 

 

2 New InCom PIANC Working Groups will be set up. Submit your candidacy before 
15 April 2026 to your National Section or to info@pianc.org in case your country 

doesn't have a National Section! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

THE SAILING COMPASS 
 

 

 

 

Planning meetings across different time zones can be 
tricky, but the World Clock Meeting Planner on 
timeanddate.com makes it easier! Simply pick a date 
and enter the locations of your participants to see a 

mailto:info@pianc.org?bulk_email_rid=137
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftracking.pianc.org%2Ftracking%2Fclick%3Fd%3D9hpwcc3lYhZcOvmvIPGk_FlrkvHpemx6NZ0fCgvienvjikGzxT_z6pnPhS8132_BNJANLOvVeA4moV0vnqwD6MBC0Rz0Z2Chh-4F03SM-zSoZD_2hEoodT4VWxOxbQnDQQ7nEz12Ke3H3TXScGme7ya794yo1Xz9mejMRjNEtlrGjihCycgbWeqMYKGH2RMGSZ8QfYHkETw4NH4ExITVhIGWplUU37CaQhjJQfLC9hCrzwYJMKvoUizZKXjrQnSkrRis5u9SvRQwMy6DkhsDaYv3MDxcO17AzymtmtF0SVmJdLLhIxakwOimpjfN8paas9pwIhDDkLcBd1uPTVs8LE9UZym6rK4Dt5pw18GjuLnEAQJYLN6Gc9sgp5Um1nh-iw2&data=05%7C02%7Cmembership%40pianc.org%7C1a8d9a6172744b7f054c08de79095070%7C26a08d4124434c0793bf828412fc1e7b%7C0%7C0%7C639081278125846586%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=H8Go9EHc8RSMZO6EoLvE6LsomOdi5lNIe34zYLvLFgw%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftracking.pianc.org%2Ftracking%2Fclick%3Fd%3D9y660v3dfz3qry_hNBiFzwbyx2fPONUuzG7qhdcJ0xLMp-Y-0xJISO5zxU_jSIlFe8onIh0wqWwLbf91hmDpbO_8xX8J4k7cmToV75op8blB-j852OEGP0vZ4F73oLbFqduE9JmL1ri2gVpgCwQ7euTOsPD3QipR72LqkO9BF4W72QY9gGp5KtdYo46B5Nitvbcb4S-PUkupEq_Ggv8GaS3gybKTNYzPAR9ku9q4dU3vO7qdTUi6JjGx0WJBzTNczqRRzSyAUejyMYeV1Ti6KXyfAQcBHFrrk7gKeH819NiWW1BjqLfXF7DTkvGyPBY7RFIk_SIfGT7zPBIJKrywWVgGPmmm267UMoZJ4W6VKH1OeZ3TwokkxJYNVfh8Dxpg8v1AHJKRZetbkxVeZAt1SqOm4m_M4r0HzMEys5BaWbTS0&data=05%7C02%7Cmembership%40pianc.org%7C1a8d9a6172744b7f054c08de79095070%7C26a08d4124434c0793bf828412fc1e7b%7C0%7C0%7C639081278125820977%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=dJCbN5kCUTMlO%2FInY4sI8mLZ0IkKOzzpOq%2Baqca%2B%2B0g%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftracking.pianc.org%2Ftracking%2Fclick%3Fd%3D9y660v3dfz3qry_hNBiFzwbyx2fPONUuzG7qhdcJ0xLMp-Y-0xJISO5zxU_jSIlFe8onIh0wqWwLbf91hmDpbOAIf3nUx3gsuzwzHvfHo8zEJRyn1CFbWePj0WGe6XhnTuB3qPKxLh2uBrY0GtsUyx2oVnHWonGyWWNgPQ8yFLzvuXdZ0WpaGJGyiuHQ04xVgyjNbbXodWEhVE9ObBKuYDbBK3s5fwPMwl0ARMvnOo_xEuG4ds3YLgf3aldhU3S5mj9Kyimmk84dXdGiOLgKSWgrLNCLrxtaueR3QFFU2XGj8dvmsQIGJKb3-gKFfMo0GQHJTXmmdNLn_vvhMHhQAXVB32QgnZ7c_FcYXCaEWLoc4qDAyCPxRKK8vvRzD7piASauiBQHA5wN_pEJFiC7_6xqsx4aDot5Tpc7z8Ossgaz0&data=05%7C02%7Cmembership%40pianc.org%7C1a8d9a6172744b7f054c08de79095070%7C26a08d4124434c0793bf828412fc1e7b%7C0%7C0%7C639081278125829849%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=lHSYpCyM9JwhwcmksfMF%2FhHgUXfZldI%2F%2F4DATnIcA2U%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftracking.pianc.org%2Ftracking%2Fclick%3Fd%3D9hpwcc3lYhZcOvmvIPGk_FlrkvHpemx6NZ0fCgvienvjikGzxT_z6pnPhS8132_BNJANLOvVeA4moV0vnqwD6MBC0Rz0Z2Chh-4F03SM-zTAIWZpYAS4P85tc00ceX2mA3LtjKGYj8WYRepYMHaMmqIeP35boPsdL_mdI4SH3q-oBiH8y7LJx4zClyuhFiNvrzbkMHGRyM8BMaarLshTIsCuXNQka2lSHaGkiF9SVQXPL4QxW1BSodLuOPawqelKDFi7O8yVvTZn-g9kqlUQxKlsxjdh-VFoxXo3ucEgBP2bJAEwbfLaKVYL7K0O-80231DSK5ZYiwCeYfjf0Wjbvb_8w5lYseu0eeDYSOHx_IK9sDy69b8cafgasbdT3FJK0A2&data=05%7C02%7Cmembership%40pianc.org%7C1a8d9a6172744b7f054c08de79095070%7C26a08d4124434c0793bf828412fc1e7b%7C0%7C0%7C639081278125838173%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ykZ6uXdtyUysXZvJAYARrIBqn%2BNqNIb2720IOdihTF8%3D&reserved=0


colour-coded timetable of their local times — helping 
you spot the best overlap for everyone’s schedules. 

 

 

The tool automatically accounts for day-light saving time and lets you share or 
export meeting details once you have chosen a suitable time. It’s a handy way to 
coordinate calls, virtual meetings or events with colleagues and partners around 
the globe! 

 
 

 

PIANC's Platinum Partners are: 

 

 

 

 

 

Follow PIANC on: 
 

 

     

 

Do you wish to subscribe to our newsletter? Manage your email preferences here. 
 

Visit PIANC @ https://www.pianc.org/ 
Become a PIANC member at https://www.pianc.org/join-pianc/ 
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